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information transmitted tc me bv 



who in «urn received the information from 
friends of hie in the Haraiian Irlanori^o desire to 
remain ar.onyTkOUS. I nave kncwrt for some 

ye=.rs tnc have iVjl.o him to be ffloroo^nTy reliable. 

The inhormaLion is be.n^ transmitted tc mhc 
Amy md Wavy intelligence units and rill iiK-'vise be 
furni shea tc the San trancisco office f^r appropriate 
attention wood an Apent is nert ir. the Hawaiian Island: 

he sp$et fully, 
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Koehn • address Kailua - Oahu - T«B* 

Mr# and Mrs. Koehn 
Daughter 22 

Son 15 0 

Son 5 " ’ ^0344 

Son In Nasi Bureau, Berlin (married) aged approx 26 


.t 


Mr. Koehn advanced student of Japanese language - entertain 
lavishly, particularly army officers - no apparent source of. 
Income - own two homes ~ one very large. Mysterious as to 
length of stay and reason for residing In Hawaii. Defend 
Hitler in clever manner. 
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ohloh h a* 



aot yrvrloualy ftnlibtd lAfotsotloo to tho iurooa 1 
ttftt * fcr. Md In* Utb of liil» - Oahu - f* 1. ] 
■nr bo mb 
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It la lUUd tkt Mr. and Ire* tools tm 
a Aoufhtor iMi^-teo ftan of Afo «d too alaor »obi 
lo addition to an aldor ooa oho to Mployotf ia tho 
fctl ftoroou la larlk. ft* Foohu ooa too fern a la 
tho tool tea lalaadi, «UrUli lOTiohly, jArtioolirly 
trmj Qffloora, tad hero mo ipyaro t oooreo of laooo i , 
Tboy oro Aoocrlbod ao N'yatorloAa” oo to tbolr roeoac 
for kolAf 1 a tho ImlUa loXoada tmi tho Xmfth of 
Um they Ut«d to a toy thore. tools la tocrlbod 
ao holaf m a d naai d otodoot of tho Japoaooo lopguago* 


tho huroaa too ao Bpoeiol Afoot la tho 
laoAilAA Ialaada At tho proaont tloo, Wt It la 
oaotooplatod that mm Afoot olll ho ooat to tc co lulu 
lo tho moor ft taro. Vfcllo 1 b tho Ioo aIIaa lolond*, 
thlo Afoot «U1 AQAdMCt A tloeroot lavortlfotlac to 
•AoortolA ohrtorror loTomotiaa la pooalhlo odnoomiag 
tho toots*. •>. 

•UooroJLy your* , 


oho Bifir loom 
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V, FEB 11 1939 ☆ 


ttOlfTa or lavtSltftATION, 

1 ?. | 0! 



b&qordkb 


r«bn»U 7 11 , WJ 9 


/-T 7 /- / 



«PMU1 IfMt la «M|> >V-«: *:£ - >. / '■■ 

■a ftnolMo, tdiftnU ’ ' '■ . •. ■ 


. - * *1 -/ 


•V ••■• . ■ ..- ?«S$f 


On kmu 1 m Vmd «Mm 1 I7 «a nonm 

lonrti ibat a Mr* and Mra» loahn of Kailua - Oafao - 
f. 1 * «gr bo aaplaoafo afanta la tba Macallan lalaada. 
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ft* Vartan baa boon adriaod 'that tba Koohoa 
«a too h aaiSi coo of nbloh is Tory largo, and that 
thay antartain lari ably* particularly Inqr Offiooro* _ 
It la atatod that tbqy bar# ao apparant aouroo of 
laco oa and that ana of Ibolr aoaa la aaployad la tba -> 
Sail Vuroaa la Vorlls, afclla Kr. Koofaa la aa adoaaeol 
•tod— t of tba Japaaara lanfBtfo* fbli iaforaatioa 
baa ai r — dy bo— f— mlehod to tba hoadqoartora of tba 
Angr and Mao/ XatoUlga&oa Volta la Vaablngtna. 

It la doalrod that vh— ao Afoot la aoxt la 
tba KamHaa I aland# appropriata diacroot inquiry bo 
aade to datoroiao obothor tho Koafaoa art la fact 
oaplooag a aganta. .• r>, , > . .. . 
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ffieteral ^Bureau of ^nfetigatfo* 

W £Jt 1 -.-A f *1 -** - - 

ffpiili hmimT PX JilrTm 

8t. Paul, Minnesota* 
toy 1, 1939. 


Dlreotor, 

Federal Bureau of lure rti gat ion, 
Washington, 0* C. 

BEt FSj>IOHAGB, 

jpw>unv+~ 

Itkeritohy OF EATuUI 


Dear Sir* 


Confirming the Inform 
distance telephone on May 1, 1939 by 

ch, 1939 * 

informed Agent that there Is a 
couple ^Ti*neT^w-*ow reoalled, living near Honolulu 
on island called Oahu, Territory of Hawaii, mho are known 

to be German agents and mho are looked on by the Haval Intelli- 
gence as being German spies) that the Haval Intelligence offi- 
oers have been endeavor! ng for the past three years to traoe 
the source of funds of this German couple j that the oouple 
have large sums of money apparently at their command, and are 
buying property on the island of Oahu near Honoluluj that L ^ 

they maintain a residence there and entertain frequently and j 
lavishly; that their guests are usually Army of fleers and 
their wives, mho are stationed at the various Forts located 
within 29 nil** of Honolulu, and Naval Officers and their ^ 

wives, mho are stationed at Pearl Harbor; that it has been 
apparent for a long time that the purpose of this oouple in 
their entertainment of Army and Navy personnel is to secure 
as much Information regarding the seorets and movements of the 
Army and Navy as they can; that within the past year a high 
Haval officer in the Intelligence Branch of the Havy spent 1 

considerable time at Honolulu endeavoring to get evldenoe of ft 

the source of the funds #iloh this couple have, but they as 
have been unsuccessful in aeourlng this information, end they 

likewise have net learned the purpose for whloh property is ~ 

being bought by this oouple on the Island of Oahii. V ^ J *1 V 

RpnoRiipn * INDjresn j 


it ion to Agent 




Z£K£ 




OF INVEST .O'.HON 

; m 

'of'uusvce 


can undoubtedly give the same of the German 






(Ltr* to Direoto* re Espionage, Honolulu, Territory o f 
Hawaii) 

couple, as he onoe furnished it to Agent* 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

' .* DIRECTOR 


Time z 3:50 P*N* 


Jriirral ttureau of lni»stisatton 
finttrii #tat*s Brpartrnrrtt of futHrr 

ftatt^ington, fi. €. 

J layil, 1939 
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I called 
advised mv^Tna 
information coA 
jjarji ous %^ff 
he did have /inf 
wijfe in Ifowolul 
I sland » 

.ajre Jocaf ed, an 
l4rj7u/ and Y rav V 0 
he dTdr'Ttwricrrdw 
and Baroness • | 
these individua 


| Mr. ToUaa. 
[ Mr. rrcihjLn 

Mr. E. A. 


o/ the £t. Paul Office am 
fii^zna^i^w&^m^itnder standing that v he possessed 
on cofCcernini a Baron or Barones^who entertained 
ffipnals atlffearl Harbor advised that 
ve /information relative tc^^Germanman and his 
fojfolulu who are trying to buy up land on the 
jfo ahu . on which Island Pearl Harbor and Honolulu 
ed, and these individuals have been entertaining 
Navy Officials there for several years . He stated 
t'~!C^dVrjHH^KeT^bhese individuals were Baron 
ess. W/f stated that as he understood it, 

ividua^^^oni^purpose for entertaining these 


Mr. o»ar, 

fir. Cofloy 

Mr. CrorH 

Mr. K|u — 

Mr. Forrartb . . .... 

Mr. Gtrvin.-.-X„ 

,rf* 

Ur. Cube 

I Mr. Lester — 

Mr. McLiHr* 

1 lie Niciois 

i Mr. Onus tv— . 

j Mr. Ttmsy 

FMir. Gandy 


officials is to question them and to find dut what they 
DC : t/)' J can as to. the Army and Navy operations and secrets • He 
2* stated this man and woman have plenty of money, and the 

Naval Intelligence has been trying to trace the source of 
4 ££ their money for the p 4 ast three years but have been unable 

os yet to successfully ascertain exactly where the money 
* cC .~ L - O comes from, but they suspect that the money comes through 
Some source in China • stated that the Naval 

I £ Intelligence had some^^^^of^cial from Washington in 

i Honolulu working on this case within the past year • He 

stated he did not recall this official f s name but thought 


it was 


0^ 

i 1 * 


advised that the sou 




h is in format 10 




urther that 
and was also 

stated th at i t was his ^understanding} that 


dvised that he did not recall the 
erman people in question but that their 
d be obtained from the Naval Intelligence ' Unit 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
UNITE) STATES PHNITSITIARY 
LaVVESTORTH, KANSAS 

February 8, 1943 




* ' Washington, D. C 




Rey KUEHN, Otto, No. 59603-L 


Dear Sirs 



v.rVr 


Enclosed herewith for aensorship and’ return to . this ’ 4 

institution is a letter dated February 7, 1943, from the above- * . - < / 5 « 
named inmate to krs. Fried el^y^hn, Sand island, Honolulu, T- H* 

: l . : * :■+ *? ' *-.f . . , % 

- - r Very truly yours i -\ ; : ' r ‘ - ■ . 
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Walter A. Hunter 
Warden 


». '.i* 

.i- 


• . . , ’ .+#*. ' ‘ * 
r i . *.• *{? - 

» ' * >4 ♦ ■ 



A l rt - r T-*i rT'Tf.M f r '/ \ . S : 

IWDEXl pCw.,.LCi-‘- I..' 

p-»5 I J 


■% 


\ \ » ^ !_ 

• Vri *»> L • J ‘ 


/ v 
* ■' 

-^> y 


4 

L> 


CC-285 



HEW :VAJ 



it ^ - - v w - < ' 3 c^ r / p> - * I « -■ t^'i\ 

; # * .. J* ^ 

.•*- taijr iV ' . ’. V .** - 

.;v..'^,i' -l 2-*'&'fs y* 



\.%\ ; 

* / 


> ,:,;.'k •■ 


From; J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Subject; Otto fa*>m 

Prisoners' Hail. 


' •■■:■• - ; -. .v •: ■% 

Beoelvod 8/10/43 r 

" " ';»•”• • «v; i -** v f**' -'' . * r|f — v^’• :, ■^ , *. ' r ' r - *■ •• v 

v % ; - - ' ^ , 4F- ^ « .. 

Correspondence of the above-named individual has been V., 
submitted to the Bureau from the Penal Institution of incarceration. 
These specimens have been examined in the Technical Laboratory for 
anything of significance and have been returned to Hr. Valter A. - 

Hunter ( Vardan, United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Xaaeas. 


Specimens: ^793 One letter frou subject to Mrs. friedel Kuala. 
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Findings; g 0 g#cre t writing or hidden »e stages were found. 
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Mr. Tolton 

Mr. X. A. jup* - Photostat of Q793. 

Mr. Cltfg 

Mr. Cofftr 
Mr. OUtIp 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. NUbolt 

Mr. Ro»»b 
M r. frtcT 
Mr. Carton 
Mr. Htrbo 
Mr. Hondon _____ 

Mr. McGnl ro 
Mr. Mumford 
Mr. PIptr 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IWfESWWi 

* MAY 25 193 i 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN r 
OTHERWISE 





. . Tor Lb* of tU Saa Zsrk Of fit* it *v « 

•d that I ktw Amd adri*#d by * mm ableh hat wt pM- 
dy fun»l*hJTaKp5B^b:tfi .tWNuJ-aan that a Nr, and Art 
b of Callaa - Oatw^lVf {_ p*7 *• aaploaa** «(Mti ia U»J 


, '1 ' •/ , 
» r 


MAY 84 1939 ri * 


WI/?A 
APPEAL 
CIVIL ACT* 

*.o. # 1 ^ 
mxs^yv 


• r - 


v .v>-. .• 


IKlXXALi 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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iliM Kuofaaj 
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’ f ; ?k 7 

• ptatad that tr# and lhra* Idaho fcm a tent**** 1 

ra of ag* and to* minor mm la addition ta an ...~' /.- r ^‘■$7 

&• Mplmd la the Kail ftzreau la Berlin. ytha •> 




y : V 


ii la at* ted that £r 


«lA*r ton who la employed la the Kail ftzreau la Berlin. \{fkm 

Mu eea t*o to »i U tin flceeilaa lalaade, entertain larlafcly, v^ v vi'*i£ : ? 

particularly Any Of fleer*, and Ian me ^parent eeurne af Ii-'..; .Vx' ’£^5? 

MWt they art deeorlbed aa •nyatsrteue* aa to their ream 

tmr tok| la Da luaiiu 2 elands and tbs leefth af tins they 

latand to etey there. toeha la deeerlfcod aa tola| an ada aaeod 

atedent af tbs Japans so Isnyuaf « <.• - 
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1 vi oh to acknowledge receipt of jour letter <■; 
dafdjun. 6, 1939. ... 

-• -v .•-. 3-.v-vv^ * Vy^ 

X vent to express to jou ^ aiocere appreciation '. r 
for jour interest and Oourtesy in haring Bad* this com ^ 
apondence available. In the event jou posatf* enj additional 
information concerning the individuals centiooed In jour ^ 
Conauhi cation , It would be appreciated if jou would fUrnitb^ 
it directly to Mr. K. J. L. Fieper, fecial Agent in Charge, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. 6* Department of Justice, 
One Eleven Sutter Building, Boon 1729, San Francisco, 
California. . . r . ......... ^.^ :yrr % v . 

■’ - . ^ • ' . V. \ j'.v K 'y * * . > ' 
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. ;r X u transmitti ng hsrswlth oo pla^o^^lsi^r ; V 

5* d*ttd Jvam 6« 1939» - . * • ; - V 

~g i addttioonl 

C \ ’''•■*'•*1 • ■.. ■ '• ' ' - *"• 

I • wy* . AT soon m an Afcsnt is STmilabls, it is4ssir*d, . y 

ft , that spproprlat* inwsstigation bs conducts*! as to tbs /. 

$2, "sctiTitlss sf Otto Kusfcn in sccordaacs with tbs provision* 

CD sst forth 1 a Bursau BuIIstio f!7 9 d&tsd lUjr 15# 1939* • ¥ 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF 
MBJTAKY mmxtMNCI DfWXM. •-* 
WASHINGTON. DkC. 


I Mr. To'acn 

Mr. Nttbu^.L 
Mr. K. K %f»L 
Mr. Clegg j\ A 
Mr. Coffey Jl, 

j Mr. Ecbb ... 

Mr. Glavto 

Mr. Crow] 


July 10, 1939 . 


Mr. Nicbo>*. 
Mr. Ro*«d .. 


Lt« Colonel J. Edgar Hoover, 

Direotor, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department of Justioe, 
Ifeahington, D* C* 

Dear Colonel Hoovers 


Ur. Qnton T imm 
Mr. Tracy. 

Mia* Candy 


to one Otto 


of him* 


In reply to your letter of July 6, 1939# with reference J-p 

d ^ 

o Auehn, please be advised that this offioe has no reoord 


Very sincer 
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Xt la raquaatad that File f 65 - 2460 .be eoo- ( 
•olidated elth FUe # 65 - 1574 , in that It la WUmi : ! j 

< - .9 • ■ ’ i ^ : v.r .> •',# 9 r* s-v " " 

. ' - - . ” • * ■■’'■•. r ,-r * 

tliat tbe aubjeeta *f both ttlea are Ide nti cal. ''.^M . 

1 '« • ". . ••-'• Vary truly youre, ■ - ■»..' ■.■'*<£•>■ .-•*• - •••i: 


’’jt ’A*. 

* * a. I* « 


John Edg&r toorer 
Director 
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Mr. ■jjawiar 

Hr. Lawlar .I........ 
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Jfrfcrral Sur^au of Inorstigatton 
Hnitrh §tates ©rpartmrnt of lustirr 


San Francisco, California 
August 14, 1939 


Special Agent In Charge, 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 


o 

He: ©TtO OflMl 

SSFIOMI. 


Dear Sir: 


Inasmuch as the Honolulu field division 
la being reopened effective August 23, 1939, Hono- 
lulu Is belngaade the office of origin In this case 
and the entire file at thia office is being trana- 
mltted to you herewith, and the case Is being con- 
sidered as referred upon completion to the office 
of origin. 



Very truly yours, 

( IM [•c - ikt. p< 

v : r . i. pupbr, 

Special Agent in Charge. 
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Bureau letter dated May 24, 1939 f 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. l 


This case originated at HEW YDKK CITY, HEW XOfiK 




.rr*-: 
. •■■*■■• . > ■ 


rax no. 


,M-*7 
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. Tot the information of the Honolulu Office, the first .in*'.? 
formation received by the San Francisco Office on this case was 9 let- 
ter from the Bureau, dated February 11, 1939, in which the Burea'i 
advised that Hr* and Urs. KOEHN of Eailua, Oahu, T* H. might be es- 
pionage agents in the Hawaiian Islands; that they owntwo 'homes, one of 
which is large, and that they entertain lavishly, particularly Army 
Officers* 


~ 4 . : r 

It was reported that they have no apparent source of income, 
and that one of their sons is employed in the Nazi Bureau in Berlin, 


*• 2 - 


*V v - * rr 



! l-.u 


v-A ) 


BMnmm' 


&T i:":"*??#;- ' :- : ;T V C0WFI0ENIIAL 4 ^^!^^ 1; . : ;.-,,,.;.;^,, ,, v 

\ * *' “•< h* * r - - .*■ f? : ■■* 'Vv~r. -- *'•> ***•< 

■ v- ;*•*>' • V-^#' • . v&P ’ 'fe-v'Jf ^ V 

'*• 'V-*-,. ; ; mblls Mr* K0S1N Is an advanced student erf tha - 


mblls Mr* KOEHN Jls an advanced student o£ the Japanese/laiSguage* ^ 

c; : ' •■ --■■■•■ rr : -r V ••’%' "^-wf 

■ The Bureau requested In this latter that when ah Agent wen next 
in the Hawaiian Island* , that an appropriate, discreet inquiry be made 
to determine whether the KD1SHS are, in faot, espionage agents* 





The Bureau letter dated May 24, 1939 mentioned above stated that ^ 
HUffl BDEHN is twenty-two years of age, and that the KDEHNS have two minor v 
eons, in addition to the elder son mho Is employed in the Hazi Bureau at : - r ^r 
Berlin* It was also mentioned in this letter that the KOEHNS are des- . 
cribed as "mysterious" as to their reason for being in the Hawaiian iV, 
Islands and the length of time they intend to stay there. l4^ 


ENCLOSURES* To Honolulu, ftawalli Report o 
I New York City, dated July 27, 1939* 


mUEVELOPED LEADS 




. < - - '.V 


HONOLULU FIELD DIVISION > 


At Kailua. Oahu. T. H* i Will conduct discreet investigation to 
determine the identity bt Mr. and Mrs. KDEHN, and to determine whether or 
not they are, in fact, espionage Agents. 


SAN FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION; 
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» 1 ** 

At San Francisco, California? 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


TH is CASE ORiaiNATED AT NSW TQEK CITY 


mvortmmsat 

■ ./* . y l*' \ *■ 

‘ TBQBDIDUJ;'' t. H. * 

\ - . . ■ . - — — 

CHANGED; >-■ ! 5 

: - :Wa. •ndJfiS^ QHP t 

- ' /■ Mr. •nd^jfrs.^Kodin, 1 


1 "^ H<x 65^ JE r-bu 

m ' ■: -1 - 18 , 20 , 21 ^ 22 .; £ 


K-hv.'l r . s . 


fYNOfSIS OF FACTS 




I Source* of information In Honolulu Indicate NR* & NBS* . 44. -J 
j KUHN acid fanily have lived in Honolulu most of the time ' ’ f: '* 
since August 15, 1935, end until recently have lived very 
veil on money reported obtained from Amsterdam th rough a 
New lork bank, but all information now, indicates J 

/ a re in dire financial circumstances. .The KUHNS hatfe ente^^^T** 7 -$ 
■ tained in Honolulu 1 ecrtenarively, ? and appear ^6 have aou^t 4 - ^1:;.; j 
companionship of young Naval officers* Information £nd£- 
cat ea KUHN formerly in German Navy and is reported to have v -\* 4V;: 


is 1 

I Si* 




tureau rile umber b^-ZAbO* ^ 

v ■ ;> ■. i; 



ngr write w ■ 


IhS-a iS 




.fi. a- i/-*v /■iT ”"" 1 “T ■’'f 




\ , • . 


DETAIISs The title of this case is changed to show the correct spelling 
, ,, . , „ , , of subjects* last ngjne and to set out the first name and initial, 

AT HaNQIIJIIL T. H. 

w -v: ; ?&■’ v* ' . ^ : 

^.^OTJl^tial informant X was reviewed in connection - -> 
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F*?^ ~ r5 

K& * v v-: 
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V ' 1 

3lv 

7 v 
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‘ / OTTO K. KHHN is a native and citison of Germany, having been > ^ 

/ bom in Berlin July 25, 1895* He is Reported to have served in the 
N German Navy dozing the World War as an 'officer. Information indicates -7\ .v 
he was on the ship ®Blucher n whenit was sunk during the war, and was . 
picked up by His Majesty* s Ship "Lion" and interned at Edi nburgh , where 
he remained until the end of the .war and then returned to Germany. After #4 
; the war he remained for some time in the German Navy, And it has been re V v 
- ported that was dismissed from the navy in 1929 for alleged financial \ * 
1 y difficulties r* Subsequent, to the war he married one FHI^jftifegK. on May. ’ci* 
ID, 192Q at Munch en, Germany. This woman is- reported to iil'Je 'be® • the ' 

~ widow of a German officer kill ed in the war. This woman had\a son, 

LEOPOLD, rtio is reported to be secretary to one of the important Nazi 
~ leaders in Germany. She also had a daagiter, EU3H, who is presently 
in Honolulu, age about 23, and two sons have been born to the marriage 
of FSL33LL and OTTO KUHN, one about 13 and the other 9«J The KUHN 
family, .until Just recently, appeared to have ample ana considerable 
funds which were transmitted to them from a New York bank from a bank 
in Amsterdam, howeverat the present time the funds seem to have been * 

depleted or else the transmission of same has been interrupted, in- *’ ^ 

aamuch as the KUHNS appear to be in dire financial straights, as % 

premiums on insurance policies from Germany indicate that they have - - 
Vhiot been paid. Also, because of the fact that KUHN ii arranging at: ; ; v . - 
w_ the present time to teach classes in German at the Honolulu IUCA. It 
* ’ should be notedthat in 1936, idle n the German cruiser •Baden® was in. ' 1 
Honolulu, the ship’s doctor gave out information that^^a officers of y * i.J* •, 
the "Baden® -were not to have anything to do with KUHN^JKUHN arrived - \ 

in Honolulu August 15, 1935# having departed from. Germmy April IB, •>. v v4 
1935 an d tanpararily lived at the Brookland Hotel, where he sought the _ ■'? 
conpanionship of young Navy officers and is reported to have entertained * 
them freely. A list of his associates will be set forth subsequently in , ■; 

j this report. .KUHN gave as his reason for being in Honolulu his desire ^ 

to study the Japanese language with the intention of, qualifying himself 'if* 
to. hold and work at an interpreter’s or translator* s position in the _ 


7 to hold and work at an interpret er*s or translator’s position in the- 
mercantile field in ids native country. . However, since He has applied 
i " for first papers in this country, it appears that this reason no ganger if 

* - J>r ‘ v wrists. Same informants indicate KUHN’S expenditures have amounted to L 

approximately $500.00 per month, and it appears MBS. KUHN, has money in 
her own right. The following extraction is quoted from the Honolulu 
"Advertiser® of March 4, 1938# under the caption "Court Happenings B : 


2 





ur w._ 


mm... 




;-. „i ~*y>S : - ■ 

.t 1 « 

■r ? n. 


“Husband and wife and their daughter, all of 
whom came to the United States last year from 
Germany, filed yesterday in the office of 
Ulliam F. Thompson, Jr.,- clerk of the Federal a ; 
Court, their declarations of intention to be- : Vf 
■come citizens of this city. :; ;^The declarant* 
are Otto Khehn, 45^-iaerchant, borir in Berlin; -A 
"Mrs, Friedel Kuehn, Jjb, l>orn - in Hamburg, and ^ vf 
Miss Hath Kuehn, 23, bom in Bed. in, 

Kuehns live on Kainalu Avenue, Kailua, Oahu , 9 


.*-• 3 + , i -i 

- v- 


V U 

4 V- * * 


... . KUHN has been suspected by some Germans of having supplied ’ 
inf carnation to the Japanese government, md he rias openly stated that 
he knows he is under susp^io^o^tte&^S^Goreriggit. Informant V 

Obtained information thatAMH^KflflHHHH^xf JScoolulu intend 
f*o*Jdertain the hcorect wtatus of OTTO JEUiffl ih Germany. .r ? i 

. -’V.. - . , . .J' " y” . . . «**' ” ■r-. ‘ - t 2 ,** J ” - ->•* 1 './• 

' v " J : On July 14, 1938 MB* £ MBS. KUHN ahd v the two youngest 'bofs 
left Honolulu. via the SS tAIYO MABU for Yokohama and KUHN announced th» 
purpose of this visit was . to enable him to obtain permanent entry peri 
.for his two youngest children upon his re-entry into this country, <d x 
the two children were at that time, that is, July 14, 1938* in theTJ^ 
on temporary permits. It should be noted that the KLJHIJS at' this “time 
listed their names as follows: OTTO KUHN; MRS, FRLEDEL KUHN; MASTS 

EBSRHARD KUHN; MAS TIE HANS KUHN. On Sept enter 22, 1938 OTTO KUHN re- 
turned from Yokohama on the SS ASALIA MARU alone, and gave as his Jap- 
anese address the Imperial Hotel in Tokyo. IQS. FRIED!! KUHN, EUTH^w 
KUHN and HANS KUHN returned to Honolulu aboard the SS CHICHIBU MAHU ^ 
in Noventer, 1938. It is estimated that the minimum expenses for the 
KUHNS to make the trip was approximately $700.00. ; / V- 


i 



7 / . \ It should be pointed out that when IQS. KUHN end her family, 

consisting of BOTH and the two youngest boys, arrived In Honolulu in > 
November, 1938. they had 4,000 yen in 100-yen notes, which would be ^ 
approximately $ 1200,00. It appears that the Japanese law states that" * 
300 yen is the largest amount of Japanese money that aiyone *an take 
from Japan.' * % •-**-'* ♦ . -i**::: u*i'Vx ‘ 

KUHN has made the statement that his wife Has made life unbe 
able due to her Nazi attitude, and there is some information to indUj 
that MRS. KUHN has made very definite statements concerning Nazi cony 







At the present time CXfTO KUHN Is expected to teach classes 
in German at the YICA Monday and Wednesday nights for the next nine 



Hel#it - about 5'7 B 
Weight - about 160. 

Eyes - blue 
Nose - snub nose 

Hair - short, parted in Center, ligithrowri collar 
Upper Up protrudes slightly 

Chin slightly pointed l > ■ .*; > ' *!>. ' - 

Wrinkled forehead ? ^ . . /*; % ; 

EJyebrowe slightly heavy : ^ ' jr - * j 

Wears small gold bank ring on right r ing linger 

Speaks with German accent. , 

Owns Quick convertible coupe, Hawaii license 83-111. 


aJl£ — " • 


-V 4 ? 




A description of subject 1®S. KUHN will be e< 
later date. 
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J 



"■u >r>* 






; 't r, 








i -: 'V*- -• -V. .V '• # *• - ' ?i '■> :.- *i> A ; • v *■ X * V. ■ ' %i*j; ; 4-’ ' A "R 1 y .. ! *•'';£& 

. 

-••••'. • :,.*. ,'v •?* *“* it 1 » nuwM tbti tte i- 3 *.* 

d»» thU lm*tu«ts«a iudUto Md ^/C<oHA.C 


-’ J vV> ;v *jj Un, kt it i» k»i Vh 

ftf .»**• tw * Un^«tlx*tioo iMdliU tad *v- 


*cunu* tf tU Cotta* knli ataUK 
*¥ ig*B U wd wife ik iadlvUhMOs wk<m 

i* *!•*• 


- tk Im kilru that Id/ mam mm k>w k» >' 
atflmk, *** *• ***"" «HiUo *# aad ^fuw) ^ 
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^ 9 choral Vurrau of InttectigaWn 



litilrH #iatr* Department of Instire 

HEW YORK CXTI, N. Y. 



Director v • 4 ' - ’ * ' 

federal Bureau of Investigation r*" V* 

Washington, D. C* . - ‘ / \ ■ 


O 

Re: MR. and HRS . OTOJC- JITHH. with 

aliases: Mr. and Mrs?Koehn, Kuehn. 

ESPIONAGE . 




Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to the letter from the Bureau to the 
San Francisco Office dated October 17, 1939 (Bureau file number • 
65-1574) the first paragraph of ifliich sets out that the office 
of origin in this investigation was being designated as Honolulu. 

In view of the fact that there is no further investi- 
gatio pending in the territory covered by the New York Field * 
Division, this case is being referred upon completion to the 
office of origin# 

Very truly yours, 


cc - Honolulu 

San Francisco 


(P £. 

P. E. FOKdQRTH, 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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UKMI UASCAT 

DATE WHKN MADC 

San Franc isco , Calif • 
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rmM - _ 1 i J. *** ' x " ■ * *■». \ . \. > y-f rf . ^ . ■ ■ ; :•; » ~vjj, 

/ *; . lir. and Mrs. 6TT0 K. EOHN, Jd.th alias eii ' __ 

Mr . and Mrs? Boehn , Kuelm* .. •’» ' V . V 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


r K 


^Con fident ial Informant N has no additional 
information* >'■ .. 

. , ■■ -r’.. ' v -.r-.' '& '0 

.• HOC. " . ''.Vvif.-- 


- Y 1 ' ' - V^> * '****&:'. . • Yfc 

\ -W*^’ ■ -'-L-Y Y -Y ,*'• ■ - SY < 


REFERENCE: 


Report of 
dated at San Francisco, Calif 




DETAILS: 


AL San Francisco. California- ^ rtt *.< 

■ * ■■' -Y - r j 

Under date of October 26, 1939, A^ent contacted . 
Confidential Sp £ orient H &t San Francisco, -California* - An ex- 
amination of his records indicated that there is no additional 
information, other, than that^ already in ^he possession of 4 ihe 
San Francisco office* 

«' 1 A J i irC . , : ' 

r* * O T -i i*r •*« * 

n - ‘ T - t • ■ ■.-■■• v:: -.-; - . 

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


j U»i 4 A‘ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNClASSinED/\„, c 


isssm 




<3> bureau 

2 Honolulu dJJ AUG 4 

2 Com* CONNOR, Naval Intellig*, 

San Francisco 

2 San Francisco * , 





JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 


. s' 




mm ' 


EAT t DM 


JUfreraJ Uxxrtm of I nuu w tt gatum 
Bttiird £tat*« Beparttmnt of Ittstfre 
Btaslj! ttfffam, B* €• 

JTooeniier 17, 1939 


3 /! 


*• • . * ."-C-l .... 


\ / ; 


— > - ■ * — 


i 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


» : r . • 

• v* » _*jp 

■ : Q -i=.5 T ... . 

"V ► ■ - 



Some 

on tfte Vest Coast furnisne^informa^or^concerning the 
activities in Monolulu o/ a Jfr. and Mrs. Otto IT. Kuhn, 
who have been the subject of some investigation by the 
Bureau since that time and who appear to be obviously 
engaged in espionage activities in behalf of the German 
Government « 



EDWARD A * TAMM 


■O0^ 0 1 


M. 








tv riv r SSH 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
» --! DtMECTOK 


jO 


) 3 


Ov 




lUheral Bureau of Inuestlgatfon 
finite^ States Bepartment of Nusttre 
ngton, B. CL 
December 5, 1939 


JpuCRXVrm FOR THE DIRECTCR 


O 

Re: HR. AND MRS,. OTTO K. KUHN, 
with aliases - ESPIONAGE 


Reference Is made to ^ Memorandum to you 
dated November 17, 1939, in the captioned matter, and 
specifically to your notation contained thereon, 
■Better let Shivers know and also ONI.* 

Please be advised that the information con- 
tained in reference memorandum has been incorporated 
in an investigative report submitted by the Honolulu 
Field Division, copies of which have been furnished 
to ONI and 0-2. 




\ 





f 

/ 




fCECO 




iU.L 


r. I f 


V 1 




& 


S' 



Honolulu j T. B 
March 7, 1940 





Dur Sin \;ViV ■ 

the receipt in ecknoefcedged* with thankgg 
of your letter of Maroh 5, 1940, enoloeing * 
dated March 4, 1940, relating to theaffT* of the , _ 
paroon and baggage of Mre* Friedel K&ohn, upon her 
departure fr ok Honolulu aboard the 83 FMBS* 00CJJD0B 
on February 19, 1940. ' ~ 4 " w 


." ■>-#' 



fil 

»S6° 

fc uJ uJ 

425 42, 

£;ccal 


' ?»** ./7 f - 


. r 


▼eiy truly youre. 


B* U Chirere, 

gpedil Agent in Charge. / 

♦*. V V? ‘ •'■*’* ' «<*’ • V* *. ,;i.‘ 


; a >i ^ 

a , 

• .i 

. a •* •’ ' • A 


bo 

45-4 


cc -Bureau 


/ 

v ■ Be: OTID I. I0HH, 


with aliases, et si; 


ESPIONAGE* 


4 r V- 




v-r V . - : v. ;- r , 

Ietr-~ )S ->v~ 

-EOERAl lyFfAit^^t^TIOATfiH 

4 MAR BO 1940 ' 

- :-* $ 3E-f\h :m Jf -K'SoCE 




. /<? ' 


1 

oo 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 ffortn No. i 

; THI* CAKE ORIGINATED AtHQNOLULUj T. H* 












BEF2EENCE;/ '« ; \ 

. a , - *. ' r • > 

** V 15 * 


* sympathy with present German Government 1 , but 
^declined to ifork f or^Inf ormant V? due 'to his 
relativ 


Her effects were searched by Customs 
Officers and the results of the search set 


'V S*- ..:-? • . • -- P — : - Vr ‘4? & 

1 -- • '-*■ . , •- '■ './“f iV 1 ' 1 * • ' V ’■ r v • yW : Tft- 

> . : " wf * t Zh&Z. " ' ^ 


DETAILS: 


.,4.? ?;•'■ -• 




*'■ Eeport ;cf 

• -.vUr.:-. . *,r 1 , ^i;v ■ 

• * • - 7 V .. ri ... •- ^ . ;^v-;-SOb • : ; 

The title L -flf this report is being CHANGE) Jfc 2 
reflect t^e' correct apfeiling of SUBJECT OTTO 
K. KUEHN'S name' and ti set forth FUEDEL 
KUEHN ^ a-separate:^"--" 





f ' «»in or thm worr 

\JLs- Bureau fv 

jT - New fork (Information), r 
1 fr*2 Honolulu -*» 

1 - OKI Honolulu < r , < ^ v . 

2 - Honolulu ^ ^ 4 v 


2 - Honolulu 


. d-^* ‘v-v/- ^ v * 


Tid.sc 













Under date of December 1, 1939 , Confidential Imferaeat 
n furnished a memorandum to the effect that SUBJECT OTTO KUEHN, 
upon request, had called at the office of Confidential Informant 
N on November 2, 1939, at which time SUBJECT OTTO KUEHN stated ; — 
that' he, had been a member of the GERMAN NATIONAL SOCIALIST PASTY 
but that later, when HITLER came into power, it was necessary for 
him to get out of Germany, as he did not agree with the new ‘ y 
Government. . At this time, KUEHN advised that he had been in they 
Naval Service of Germany and had been held prisoner by the British 
.during the past World War* > '• . 

He further stated that he owned property in Germany from 
which he derived an income, but that at the present time he was 
unable to get money out of Germany and that he had made an arrange- 
ment with his prospective son-in-law, JR. HOlffiURG, of KOBE, JAPAN, 
whereby HOLffiUEG was forwarding money to him at Honolulu, and he was 
transferring a similar amount to HOUBUSG'S credit in Germany# He 
stated that Doctor HGMBURG expected to marry his daughter BUIH ./ 
shortly after the first of the year but that he was unable to marry 
for a period of five years from the death of his previous wife, who 
had Jumped overboard from a steamer in the Red. Sea. y . y.-- j 


J*- 


v * 

*: * 


ft r 
/ C t , 

* ■? 


- 2 - 




hssmt 




/ On February 19, 194 0, SUBJECT F5UEDEL KUEHN departed from 

HONOLULU, T.H. , aboard the SS PRESIDENT COQLIDGS, enroute to JAPAN, 
and upon her departure, her effects were searched by Cub toms 
officials, and various papers and books were retained for examine- ' 
tion. Customs Officials delivered to the Honolulu Office & number 
of clippings and a telephonedirectoi^^wh^i^^gpings and 
directory/wer e examined and there 

ap peared^ to be no perTorat^ not' ap'bea T to 
hav e b$4n written on with any secret ink ; however, t hey were, npt 
p rocessed for sameT The clippings appeared to have been cut from 
t fiemONOLU^J ADVittfISER, and were from a series of articles written 
by £. H. BRIAN, JR.., on AMERICAN POLZNESIA, and contained descrip-' 
t Ions of the following islands* \ */* . i ^ k 


Baker Island 
Phoenix Island 
Enderbury Island 
McKean Island 
Johnston Island 
Howland Island 


Birnie Island 
Sydney Island 
Hull Island 
Gardner Island 
Atafu Island 













fo Honolulu telephone directory was examined 
r d ngs . and the only markings noted were__on 
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fbi/doj 



AT HONOLOLO - Will maintain contact with Confidential Ir^ormant H^ 
fir toe^orpoself developing further infection relatlveto^ 
lects. Will asce 




- FENDING - 




/Tv^* 

/* 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THI* CAKE ORICIKATED AT HONOLULU, T. H. 


NO. 65-4 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


/ 


SUBJECTS OTTO and FRIEDSL KUHffl and their . 
daughter ROTIjr KUEHH filed Declarations of ' 
Intention Tor 0. S. Citizenship at BOtOUSLO, 
March 3, 1938. vri>..iv / ■ v. r 


r \ .. ... i ***•■ c -i- v - •*_. ' T V. ^ 


HSFEHEHCBi 


DETAILS t 


Report of 


HONOLULU 


Die records In the office of $he Cl«r)£ of Court 
of the United Sts. tee Dietrich Court^far *fche . 
Territory of Hawaii reflect Shat o^terefc^, 
193^, Declaration of Xntention for4^te^ 9tatea 
Ci ti tec ship, number 4529, w^filtel by Subject 
FEIH3EL KUEHH#. : + '■■■_ r .*•■* i£ \ r ^~ ; C lj * ~ - 

*• f \s* : - Ci, ' S «>0 *' ’■ 

This Declaration of Intention reflects? the fol- 
lowing description of Su&ject l^LlEEEL EUEHN# 

*«• ... - 46 (1938) 

(Born 2-28-92, Hamburg, 





f 

/ 


ts* 


* 


\ 



) 




V' V 

.^•na 

V ' ' 


65-4 

CaDQ3leod.on ’ • 

F«lr •; - * 

r* V?* \% " . ■ .« 

- L . r , I 


N m>< _ ' V' , *' 


Grey-brown 

1 A ”, \ . » ^ . * ' Vi 


■ ’"' 4 . hT . ? : - 

, Vv-./ 

r Hei^it y 

:• ; y # :■ a ^ 

■ ' . X t. r -4 


-Weight • v_/v 

.. 178 1b; ,v. ■ 

? A;- *Kw • 

-t ■ . f V % . 

4 -A - j. . * y 

■■ a ;*■ --'A- 

Nationality " 

German 

..ja' y - i*v »•. * 



Occupation .-u 

Housewife 7 

41'; : * - 



This record further reflects that she was married to OTTO JUuaiN cc 
MAY 10, 1920, at HDENCHEN, GERMANY, And that she is the mother of 
the following childrens 





MOPOXS KDEHK, bora 7-6-11, Berlin) ... 
preseat address BHUJBs \ . ' 

„ •* .» . .... - *4%^. V u . ' '■ 

v s ‘ ^ 

'■ BDTH'kUEHN, born 3-1-15, BERLIN; \ : 

present address Kalina, Oahu, T. H.; .4 

MBBttURD KQ2&N, born 3-30-26, BERLIN; * 7 
-present address KAHilA, OAHU; > 


. •• i 

,L ~ 




HANS JQA.GHXN; KDEHN, bom 9-22-32, BffiUN; 
present address KAILUA, OAHU* 

SUBJECT FRIKDEL EUfflN also stated that her last foreign J ■" ~ v 
address was BERLIN, GERMANY, and tjhat she immigrated from HAMBURG, 

GERMANY, for permanent residence in 'the United States, on the S3 
SUTTGART, and arriyed In New York City, on September 25 , 1937, \ . - r 

under the name FRIrDEL KUIHN. f .. y " 7 ’ ' -f ■•v & 

• _ .. .. -■ V .-V ' X - , y 1 . ^ 

Declaration of Intention for United States citizenship, #4530, 
was filed March 3, 1938, by RUTH KUEJflJ, daughter of SUBJECTS OTTO and ** 

FRIEDA KUEHN, which record reflects the following description of BUTH 


KUEHN; 



f t 

^ ' 

Age 

'23 (1938) 

_ v ' V 

p • 


Bom BERLIN, 

cffimsm, 3 - 1 - 15 . • 


V Height » 

y 4* 

4 ‘ V 

* :< v v . * •* . ir' " ( - 


Weight 

‘ 118 lb. > 


* • ^ ‘ 4 

Color 

White *■ 



Complexion 

Fair ; : ; ^ 

V *i ’ 


?yes 

Blue 



Hair 

Brown 

, 


Nationality 

German 



Marital status 

Single 

- 


Occupation 

Nurse 



- a - 


r 




sj 3 


65 — 4 



• • r , . * .>*Vr,'**'* V'- •* ..-r- Vj„ 

**7 This record also reflects that BUTH IDEHN furnished as her 
last foreign address BERLIN, GERMANY, and stated that she Irani grated 
from SHAN31AI, CHINA, to HONOLULU, for permanent residence, on the f 
SS PRESIDENT HOOVER, arriving in HONOLULU on AUGUST 26, 1937, under 
the name SUSE KAETHE RUTH KUEHN* ^ \'L -VK -- ;> v r *-^ ^ 

• ■ - * '.'..'3* " ■ ' ' 


* Declaration of Intention for United States Citizenship, . 
number 4531, was filed by SUBJECT OTTO KUEHN on March 3, 1938, and 
reflects the following description of SUBJECT OTTO £, KUEHN: . - 


Height 
Weight > 
Color 

Complexion 
Byes 
Hair - 
Nationality 
Occupation 


43 41938) :'v, vj;-. X 

Bom 7-^5-95, BERLIN, Germany. 

51 6 « v . • ; ■'" 4 , 

'145 lb* T f * 

White 7 . 

Medium , . -V,/.'.- ’ 

Grey-blue ** 

Brown ^ j ;L .. 

German 

Merchant 


This record also reflects that SUBJECT married FRIEDEL KUEHN 
on MAY 10, 1920, at MUENCHEN, GERMANY, and that he is the father of 
two children, EBSRHARD and HANS JOACHIM; that he immigrated from 
YOKOYAMA, JAPAN, for permanent residence In Honolulu, shaad the S3 
TATUTA MAKU, and arrived In Honolulu on October 29, 1936# 



AT HONOLULU - Will maintain contact wit hf Confidential 
Informant N. .for the purpose of developing further informs*- 


of the individn 





- FENDING - 


3 



t * 


vv , 


i'V~' 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


F orm No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT HONOLULU, HAWAII* 


U STOW T MADC AT 


i< HOHoura, BJuiai/y^ T >w-*o 


OATS WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR . REPORT MAM SY 

i : WHICH MAM V* 22V 


23j5-13,a-*0 


65-4 




















V 


i \ 


tt:. 


FEDERA 


UREAD 


I N V E S T I 


This Case Originated at HONOLULU, HAM 


t 


? Charac ter of Case $ 

r - >\ - ^ ,« •-• 


t SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


V-;./ 




e )• •. -( • ) 

1 -■* - 

I. V 'C *** - - -* . yr . 


t ' 

: 

| REFH3ENCE: 
: 

* - : r\ 

t 

t DETAILS: 





Report of 
dated 5-2? 


. >» ' v 


gg 

c§^r~ 


r~ wuljci 

— ziffiSl • 


*-■« ^ M wR»9v'/4s6i . Mw hi*. 

HONOLULU. 


^T\ / Copie s : 

5i^B}jJc4au / 

JI>— u£E Honolulu ^ 

r .l - G-2 Honolulu * 
s tV - Honolulu 


\ % >Av 




v*v3A<«*; 










Tf: 




HONOLULU 


will maintain contact with 

Knd obtain any information he may have concerning the activitie^?? 
the Subjects* . ?-• ^ > 

Will also maintain ..contact with 

HHHHHMRHV for any information they may have of SUBJECT, * ■- 

■' jvn* < 'N^tvS;; 

r? • 'r : -- . * .- 

•• • ':- PENDING - : * :-- r •••'"': £■«. 


f*l 




Wrftsral Burrau of Inusstigat* 

Snitch &tat?s Brpartmrnt of Bustles 

Honolulu , Hawaii 
July 23, 1940 


-' W T“I 



o 

o^>: 

_ c/> 03 

ssd 

o — tr 
zS6° 

LU U. 

H 


Director 4 ^ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation / 
Washington, D« C. ' 


HBi OTTO 


/& 

K» KDEHN, 


with aliases; 


Dear Sirs 


Reference is aade to the report in 
the above captioned case rendered at Honolulu by 


dated July 20, 1940 


Very truly yours. 


ts? 

U 


i. ’i. \ 

‘ Specia! 

: 0KUUJ 4 inwaAiTI 


Jt ip Ch*M«. y 


•rutKAL ct/lL.«JOFi\rH^>riUAl,u 

2 TjA-Jb 

M r/ j^rnrF 


OC'PWz.- 





Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Rusttre 

Honolulu, Hawaii 
September 16, 1940 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
"• c - « 


Dear Sirs 


Res OTTO K. KUKHN, with aliases; 

FRXHDKLCtaJBQi, with aliasest 
BSBgRAfft 




fA 


I 



Very truly yours, 





R. L. SHIVERS, 

Special Agent in Charge, 


RECORDED 

& 

INDEXED . 


^ l££ n If 14- ~3 l! 

EPHfiAL 0 r i ;V‘.STJGATC\ 
1 ‘ SEP. 30 1940 
Jj:g DErAH;;h fc "\T c r ^prr,rF 
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FBI/ DOJ 



4 


♦ 




Wpfceral Bureau of Inuesti Ration 

VnitrD §tatfB Brpnrtrnrnt of Bustler 
HONOLULU, T. H* 


April 10, 19U. 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


( The following named Individual Is one who should be con- 
sidered for temporary custodial detention in the event of war: 


t O 

OT TO K. KUEHN, with aliases: 
OTTO Kr KUHN, Mr. KOEHN. 
Lanikai, Hawaii* 


German 


(19U). 


OT TO KUEHN was born on July 25, 1895, at Berlin, Germany. He married 
FRIEDEL KUEHN on May 10, 1920, at Muenchen, Germany. He emigrated to 
the United States from Yokohama, Japan, for permanent residence in 
Honolulu, aboard the S.S. "Tatuta Maru", arriving in Honolulu on 
October 29, 1936* (Records of the U. S. District Court, Honolulu.) 

KUEHN' is reported to have served in the German Navy during the World 
War as an officer on the ship "Blucher"; when this ship was sunk during 
the war, he was picked up by H.M.S. "Lice", and interned at Edinburgh. 
At the end of the war, KUEHN returned to Germany, served for some time 
in the German Navy until dismissed, approximately in 1929, for alleged 
financial difficulties. Subject’s wife, FRIEDEL KUEHN, is reported to 
have been the widow of a German officer killed in the war. This woman 
has a son, LEOPOLD, who ie reported to be Secretary to one of the 
important Nazi leaders In Germany. *W*, 

*5-4-8.) 


P S>0 *5-4-8.) 

(TT ' 

OTTO KUEHN and wife were reported from numerous s ources ae p ro-Nazi* 
o> CO (Complete details as to this may be obtained fro a/MMiQll IsfdH 






d — 

RSCQ Rap.fi 








5‘ APR 21 1941 

ii s.~ np ,Hn ‘ rNT of JUSTlC - 




t r 


i 






i 






65 ^ 

Director* 


VWa. 


KUEHN reported to be German aovemant leader in Honolulu and head of 


local Bund 



Honolulu "Star-Bulletin " ; U 


Verj truly jour*. 


ec - 100-1 


R. 1. SHIVERS, 
Special Agent In Charge* 
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Wtbtral Surratt of ntti**tf]pittan 

Initfli Stair* Sr jiarimrni of lustier 

Honolulu, Hawaii 
July 18, 1941 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE BUREAU: 


Mrs. FRIEDEL BIRTTIIW; With alias 

Mrs. Friedel BirlcTCuhn^ (Allen) 

Lanikal, Oahu, T. H. 

Mailing Address: Box 1476, Honolulu. (1941) 


German 


Mrs. FRIEDEL KUEHN, whose maiden name was FRIEDEL BIRK, age 46 (1936) 
was born in Hamburg, Germany, and was married to OTTO KUEHN May 10, 
1920, at Munchen, Germany. OTTO KUEHN also subject of same case. 

Mrs. KUEHN reported to have been widow of German officer killed in 
first World War. Has a son, 3J30PQID, reported to be secretary to one 
of Important Nazi leaders in Ge 



c? CO 



gss-r 

~ LU UJ 


Mrs. KUEHN and husband reportedly came to Honolulu from Germany in 
August of 1935. Mrs. KUEHN made trip to Germany, returning in March 
1936, and has made two trips to Japan > one in July. 1938. return! 


November, 1936 




est tri 


ing April, 1940. (Reports of 


dated 9-26 -39. entitled M R. a 

ESPIONAGE, Honolulu, dated 3-22-40 ^ 
Honolulu, aatec^^?7-5o7 entitled OTTO K. KUEHN, was 


return- 


Honolulu 




th alia 


/ 

. ESPIONAGE.) 


OTTO KUEHN, husband, has made statement his wife, FRIEDEL, has made life 
unbearable due to her Nazi attitude and there is some information to 
indicate Mrs. KUEHN has made very definite statements concerning Nazi 
conditions in Germany in the presence of gue sts, at which 
KUEHN appears to be embarrassed. (Report of 
ton, Honolulu, dated 9-26-39 * entitled MR. and Si 
ESPIONAGE. ) 




Address book in pose 
acqu aintanc e s or c ontacts in German 

Honolulu, dated 
















0 


0 


) 


Verna f or Bureau 


- 2 - 


July IB, 19a 


OTTO K. KUEHN, was., et al.j ESPIONAffi.) 

Ur 9. KUEHN, hasband, and daughter filed Declaration of Intention for 
citizenship at Honolulu, ^arch 3, 1935. (Repo rt of Special 
Honolulu, dated 3-22 -l 


(Report of 

dated 7-20-40, entiled OTTO K. KUEHN, was., et al.j ESPIONAffi.) 

Mrs. KUEHN reported to have stated she had seme association with youth 
movement in Ge: 



FRIEDEL KUEHN and husband have been reported from numerous s ources a s 
pro-Nazi. (Complete details as to this may be obtained from 

nt:) 

Very truly yours. 




R. L. SHIVERS 
Special Agent in Charge 





CC - IDO-1 








FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Tmi* cask omqinatid at B0NC3LCTUJ, T. H* 


Honolulu mut no. 


HONOLULU, t. H* 


(Changed) 


Mrs* OTTO 
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with ali&se 


BSPICHAGE ~,0 
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BERNARD JULIOS OTTO 


Otto U'Kuehn, Ott 
Otto K» 'Kuhn, MrpKoehru 


l-tfiSSSR 


mrruGi*.! 


SYNOPSIS of FACTS ? Subject OTTO KOEHN reportedly served in Goman 

Bavy during First World War And said to have 


been interned In 


:4TW 




■ I* * i* 1 




Li 


^2%r|3 3B55J 1 


njn: 





























; An article appeared In the Jamary 2, 19hl, issue of the 

Hawaii "Sentinel*, which apparently refers to the subjects of this • 
investigation and is quoted as follows: 

"Junius would like to know when the deportation 

I the local Nazi family, who carry a name elm- 
r to the fellow who got the front page with 
Mainland Bund activities, la going to be . 
iounced officially. We hear tbelr house set 
with the bar* for the eervlce bubo, to get them 
the mood to talk was a tip-off as to just what/’ 
little lady of the trio was up to in her - S 

ying around wltb the local gold braid boys. w 

hear the import jack has been eut to a mLaimm 
his Berlin boss is transferring then to the / \ 
nghai Bund. Junius hears the FBI has one ' 
swell dosier on this set-up and the family is sat: 
to get a turn down reception if they try to stop 

° ff st ManW CONFIDENTIAL*' 
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and children, RUTH, age 21 (1936), MARTIN EBERHAPD, age 10 (1936) aal 
| HANS JOACHIM, age 3 (1936)* OTTO KUEHN was born in Berlin, Germany, 
his Berlin address being given as 2 Suedendstr* , Suederx}, Germany# It 
was noted German passport No* 191R 22635, issued at Berlin, May 27* 
1935* to expire on May 27, 1940* KUEHN entered the United States as 
a non-inmigrant at Honolulu, August 15, 1935* and was admitted for 
I twelve months* Extension was granted to August 14, 1937, the reason 
J given being, "To continue my Japanese studies* 11 Statement was made 
by OTTO KUEHN that he was not employed but had ample funds* Income 
was noted as derived from investments. It was noted that OTTO KUEHN 


bC 

h>'t<L 

kid 


- 16 - 
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§sdt 


3 


1 


i 

t 



t 


I 


M 


4 



that tine a number of private papers which proved conclusively that 
he was a nan of Means and his income from an estate and invest- 
ment a amounted to approximately $5,000*00 per year. KUEHN said he 
expected his wife and child to Join him from Germany and to remain 
here for approximately one year, at which time the family would 
return to Germany. 
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[ isation proceedings with regard to OTTO/ FHUSDEL and HDTH KUEHN thMr>v^;v 

has previously been set forth* It wight be pointed out that fire 
years residence is required before citizenship can be obtained* There-, 
fo re, O TTO will be eligible for citizenship in October, 1941 , and 
TRIEDEL in Sejfcember, 1942 * Information' previously reported indicates 


BOTH had obtained her final papers following her aarriage to an American 
citizen, although this information is not yet recorded* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at HONOLULU, T, H* 


WOltr MASS AT 




Honolulu 


SVOKTMAOKaV 


Hr. ToIiod 
* Ir - E. A. T.rum 


Wr- Gluxi 


Mr. Tricy 
Mr, Deter 


HONOLULU, ?* FL 


tIEIJEL BAKTA AUQUSTE JJUEHN, with _ 

Mrs* Otto KPjCueljn, Mrs* Otto K/'Kuhn, MraJ/K 


Si 




Otto K^Kuehn, OttPKuhn, Otto Ki^Kuho, Mr 
Mrs* J. CARSON^OCrafnes Hut 


SYNOPSIS CF FACTS: 


ti 


R 


“Recent sctlyit/ 


^JSr 


sens hip In Jama 




ettental 


custodial detention memoranda beiiv? submitted on 

OTTO KUEOI 




oortnoFTH 


5.J- Bureau . 

1 - ONI, Honolttfe' £ / / 

1 - CM, Honolulu 

2 - Honolulu c\ 




n; 


a<rtr 


7M1 




IWMfv * 















Under date. ^ .October -27, 1941, Mr* J* !*• unXOH of 
the naturalization office et the immigration station, advised that 
OTTO KUEHN filed a petition for citisenship on June 30, 1941; that 
he would be cooing up for his final papers in December, 1941, and .. 
will be formally admitted t o cltisenahip the last Saturday la 
January, 1942# 


[| :«urxi 






-y. 


riii: 


• B m i 


Sg* 


L ) 

J 


. z 




(This information seems to disagree with that developed to date in - 
this investigation* On pages 16 to 13 of the reference report, 
information obtained fro* the files of the Imigration and Natural- 
ization Bureau reflects OTTO KUEHN first entered the United States 
as non-imlgrant on April 29, 1935, on his way to Japan "for pur- 
poses of ptudying Japanese language with the Intention of qualifying 
in such to hold an interpreter and translator position in ths mer— $ 
cantile field in German#" Re later returned from Japan to Honolulu 
no August 15, 1935i to study the JanAnaaa lemniAga instead at the 
University cf Ha 






by the Director of the Imnigration and Naturalisation 
Bureau, Honolulu, on January 2, 1936, KUEHN said he expected his wife 
and child to Join him from Germany and to remain here for approximately 
one year, at which time the family would return to Germany. Both Mr* 
and Mrs. KUEHN afterward made trips to Japan and returned to Honolulu 


as quota immigrants for permanent residence 


_ . is described as a monarch- 

ist and speaks glowingly of the days of the Kaiser* He served id th« 
German wavy during the first World War* At that time, he was intern®® 
for the greater portion of the war in England and has frequently 
spoken highly of his treatment by the English* 
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HQN0LIJI2J, T. H. 
December 1, 1941, 


65-4 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Re: TRIEDEL BAKEA AUGUSTE KLJEHN, with 

aliases, et al; 

ESPIONACS - 0 


, jjr. C3e*f 

I r. Gl*** 0 

r. 

r . nichol* 

[r- Tr»ey 

lr. 

Zr- C» ,M 

l:t. coft'ey 

Hr. Benilon 

fir. • 

jj r , QilUP T*»w 

t>. N»«‘ 

Uii 


Dear Sirs r .v - 

The following information is being furnished to supple- 
ment that previously furnished by custodial det enti on memorandum 
dated July 18, 1941, relative to Mrs. 7RTH3SL BIRsfklJEHN, with alias, 
a subject in this case, TRIEDEirKDEHN is jresently residing with 
her husband, OTTO, and their sons', MARTIN EHBKH&RD, age 15, and HANS . 

JOACHIH, age 8, at the corner of Alnonl and Kainalu atraatw. Kalama. *> 


Kailua, Oahu. T. E 
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HONOLULU, T. H. 
December 1, 1941 


Hr- Tow on 

Mr. E- A. Tamm 

Me. Clc£K 

Mr. CU'rto ....... 

Mr. Ladd 

Hr. Klcbolo 

Hr. Trtrry 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Carbon 

Mr. CoTey 


Mr. Ceodon 

I Mr. nallooc:i 
Mt. QclMTomm 
Ur. Ntwt 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of investigation, 
Washington, D« C« 


Mlm Gandy 


Dear Sir : 


Re: 7RIEDEL BARTA AUGUSTE KUEHN, with 

aliases, et al; 

ESPIONAGE - 0 


The following information la being submitted to supplemoit 
that previously furnished by custodial detention memorandum dated 
April 10, 1941, relative to OTTO K^KDEHN, with aliases Otto £. 
£XDHN, Kr/kaSJN, a subject in this case 
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Letter to Director 






R« L« SHTV£RS| 

Special Agent in Charge 


cc: 

100-1 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



ytnn No. i 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


Honolulu, T*H. 


FILE NO. 

fr • 


65— L 





CONTAINED 


%*»*b*ral Vunatt of intiwtiflatv-A 

infttfi (Huttn i Srpartmtni of Jfartto 

HQNOIZJUJ, T. H. 

December 1, 1941. 




mm for 


-ohe, 

eliasfejTHi 
lanikaij 
Oahu. T. H. 


3DHEAU 


>0N,- nee STJ3E EASTS RUTH KUEHN, 
(citizen) 

(1941) 


German 



Subject is daughter of OTTO and FRTKDEL KUEHN, both German aliens re- 
siding in Honolulu, who have also been reported as pro-Nazi and to be 
engaged in suspicious activities in Honolulu. (Refer to custodial de- 
tention memorandum on OTTO K. KUEHN submitted under date April 10, 
1941* and Mrs. FRIKDEL BIRK KUEHN, with alias, submitted Under date of 
July 16, 1941*) 

RUTH has a brother, IKOPOLD, who is report e^to be secretary to one _ 
of the important Nazi leaders in Germany . ^BfelH£iea tlSl^nfoimn t K. i 

txsr^yeBseu&aiim^‘' a '' - 


12 s 
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Juiuflry p.*< 1 4>7M 

i •'t.ftff 

Personal and Cor^rtential 


•>*>;■ ^ -*Y, — - J t — *• 

* j_v . ■■'■’■•. - 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


/WW., ■ * ■ 




. Foa^-your information, it has been reported, although not 
wholly verified, that the Army in Hawaii 1 b planning to discharge >V 
all draftees of Japanese anceBtry, numbering over one thousand men.' 

- T‘ / v • - ‘ * * Jr . * ■ ^ * - . 

’ The advantage of such procedure, df course, would be to 

relieve the Army of having among Its fighting personnel such indi- *> 
viduals who, because of potential loyalty to the Empire of Japan .j;-. *, y 
/ through ancestral traits and teachings, could seriously impair." 

and disrupt the Army's success in timeB of f combat with the Japanese -i 
forces through supplying information to the enemy as to" the move- J'*-*. r 
merits and activities of the United States forces or demoralizing .. 
our forces by actually turning on our troops. The retention of such 
' ~ Individuals in the armed forces, possessing such potentialities,^' - ^ 
would also present the problem of possible sabotage against the 
supplies and equipment employed by the armed forces, particularly 
in time of combe t. 


' > ; 4 

: 

■i 


On the other hand, the discharge of these men would result 
. . in turning loose in the Hawaiian Islands over one thousand trained ■ 
youhg men whose potentialities, augmented by any resentment th$it 
they may feel because of this action, would be moBt dangerous . ' 

.* \ These men would offer a valuable field to the Japanese for £he . 

*' , development of espionage agents and saboteurs and, in fact, as a 

result of their army training would, if permitted to consolidate 
' ' , In one group and possibly augmented by Japanese aliens and others / 

of Japanese ancestry in the Islands, offer a serious threat to the 
internal security of the Islands from a military standpoint. 


•v- 

r.j-. i 


. ■ ; ■ • .j#- 








>*- —TV.. . 





Respectfully, 


t v t f , *r 
« '• • ‘If v. V.* 


'<*> 


■ > ‘ 


■ John "Edgar Hoover _ 

• *. Director* ; . 

*• .. - . •-? i\ J *1 •_ Tv : ' * - ‘ j . •* *»• 

• *• . ' t-.l ' ' % - '• v. -*«. 


/ y 


V-vH - 

■/ •; - 


*. vii|f 

-V*V 
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imi .. fonz 

Be d^talc Z «l«h to daplify cogggrf, catlap* as follow 



■ • « .■■ 


3L» fed* (follnidng 3 cectloc t Una tabic) 

.r Battle /«w # laclodtng ceoutlng foroc# are cheat 
: to pat to iu • *> 


; rx 


5* * 


1 # Strerel aircraft carrier* plan to pot to iu« 

2# All Battle Zero# has Bailed let «• 3rd date* lnt« 

3 * Bcrcral aircraft carrier* have called (let to 3rd) 
i« All aircraft Carrier* bars called (let to 3 rd) 

?• All battle force hare called, 4th • 4 th date* Inc* 

6, Several aircraft carrier* have Called# (4th to 4th) 
. 7* 411 aircraft Carrier* have called# (4th to 4th) 


>1 f < , . _ 
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Light in laniical beach houaa at night • T 


. -> f - 


* . '■'.jfx-' ■} 




/<■- 


S ■ " 


On* 11 /it fra fe p»w# to 9 p.a* indicate* ■!•# rra* 9 p#au to 10 p#a# 
Indicate* * 2 *. The beloc dpial* until Mid n ight, la order indicate 3 ? 
end 4 # Two light*, according to the tine, indicate 3 , 4 , 7 * •* 

W*n not in accordance with (light*) above 1 fall automobile headlight 
and one half light indicate 1, 2, 3, 4# Tee fall light* indicate 5, 4, 
7, «. , ••• ... : ... -■ ; ' ... , 

2# On the Ienakit eoaet daring dajtlne froa 8 a**# to til coon every 
hoar X pieoe linen eloth (sheet) i nd i e ate * 1, 2, ), i« Too piece* 
Ilium cloth indicate 5, 4, 7* 4# 


*#• 


— -i 


3# in lanikri hey dozing dajrtia* in front of harbor (offing) a star " 
boat idth one ctar cc call indicates lj 2, 3# 4) c star end *HX* 4 J ^ 

cate* 3# 4# 7# 4# ■ — - ' • - '•* ^ ■ • "• * 

4# Light in dormer window of Kalana house fra 7 P*c# to i a#n# wr*7 
hour indicate* 3, 4 , 3 * 4 , 7 * •* 
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•5. "CHIB tat Mi* Mtartli— nti »U 5 


W’ 


(A) A ahlneee rug tic.| far sale • apply f • 0. tat 1476 

C;;V-; >»«***«• 9 or _ 

(■) A ta»UU sMdran fan ilo*| Apply •• share I a ril fl e e 4 ^ Te 

- • .'A •••;. ■ V •„* • >.'*' ; i f - * V; ■-;■£ * •. ■ : •-; . , /v v 

(6) y Keenly operator seated » mho - jnrtltatee 5 V A 1 


\-“3 


Xb tha arant that la aoeerdanaa «Lih aae af 3 IUm written above trm 
0* ha o al^al or radio aui&|« io iapoaalble or Maul Island at a point 
lo o a t ad between the lover rood six nllea north of AHA Senatorial and 
Kaloafcala rood Milch saa be vetch freo tha aaa to tha aaoth vast and 
south aaot of Maul; on til tha rae4pt of tha signal •Eta" this (tha 
f aliening) sill ha repeated for serexsl dayai A snail fire an tha hl^i 


7 pou - S p a i n di c a te s ) 




--J* .j • ■» 

’•/ ' V 


P£* 

v. A 


i| I pA ^ 9 pa indicates 4 «r f 


Ji 

' A 


9 PA • ID pa indlaataa )or A 1 


;-J£‘ V 


M j 


da soon aa a translation af 
milT9d| % < oU l Agent 1 a Cb*rg* A* U ^UVj 

and IX* COlJUA.X (CaBOft BlCfl fcU» asaiaUct Chief af Staff • 02. took 

iaoadiata atapa to lnaUtnte an inraatlgatioa for tha pnrpoaa of l oc a t ing 
tha Joans*# agent# abo had bean aotlgned to tha ta ah of patting thaaa 

auhaarines off tha ahorse of the I aland \\ 


mi cut, presumably to 
of Oahu Investigation m» instituted tyr tho Offioo af Korol Ifttoll L- 
to oarer the eWtioa io lonikal oa tha slndvsrd aids of Oatau 


V 


the FBI aondsotad on investigation at folia which 1* alao m tho 
ward aide of Oattt to loo eta tha house with tha to tf window ohloh 
head to stpial from TtOO pA to ItOO m. flaahaa that would indicate 
Ztaaa y 9 if 5, 6, 7, *A *♦ Xha FBI alao aoodoatad an investigation to 
dotaralna whether or not there had ban an? adwtlsamta ora radio 
aUtioo JKWB "lent Ada” adrartlaienta at 9*45 aa subsequent ta 
Decaefcer 1. 1941, or any odvartlaianta in any af tho m ap a p vre in 
Konolnlu, relating to XUaa A, 3 or C in tha ahora <poted paragraphs, 

the Office of Karol Intelligence inatitatad an inrwtl- 
en tha of Kadi in an effort to locate and identify tho 

paroon who raid aand attt aipiala fra that 

til* it ippaara that tho howao with tha *dorar aindoa ” at T a rrijra i ^ 
ar nay ha tha hooaa ahloh ia oanad by OflD CDSRK and hla Kl* •_ , •; 

fSXZXKLLj SObJaot af Honolnln Hold Dlri aion file 65-441, "**>• ** ;; 

fp jTJKTJj ESPlCBAflB » G** thaao indiridoala hare bean the subject of 
ocnslderabla inratigatioc by tha FBI, the Office Of Baral Intalligtioco 
ia tha Office of 0-2* It ia balierrad, although it i» not 




-iT 
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— 6 m- 


iMU 


w v> 


' # A, . 


SBUtoUshad, tk»t tfc* S0E8B3 -art the p * opl* *t ilyiiiii trim th* 
1 mm aft th* Hamm Hind**.* OTTO BJOU aad hi* air*, a* aaU 
Ihrir 4wbt« BOTH CARSO* MOORE, mm slated «p «d lst«Md «a 
BM«rt>«r i t MO. U is *l*o tell*v*d that th* BTSOS Mlf. «t 
Mr*. RXEDEU* approMthad th* Japan*** tanM*anl is Inmlnla 
aara th*s a y**r and a half aja «Mh iafanutlas for th* Japaaaaa 
tor* • rr v;:-' v. 


•; * 

'jtV' ■' •- 


CtrUltt Ulirm nn aaahanyd b a ta m tha ^ i mw / 
tamliU ia MeaaihU and Tokyo mith nTtmii Iq lbs raBDSLLa* * . 

Tbm MmjMi of iowm, ««r« all la mode# phmoksbXf the rafslar 
diplomatic eade* Several af tha UUgrsm* ware ltttaraspted 
aaddaeoded* Thaca decoded, auujit mart trawwitUd to tha Honolala 
field Dtviaioft tor the Bu ream vn dar data of Somber 29 f 1940, A wrfla j 
dated /ttl/ 10* 1940* Dm the Cowrie to ml Honolulu la *§ 

Tokyo adrlMd Hut a m and hla mlfe toio tailed thamralYaa *TKIWZUf J 
and mho ap p e ared to ha JemUh ar Oarman looking appeared at tha QftUe < 
af tha Conaulata eecretl/* Dm Um la time* and requested that la j 
teUigaoca reports ha submitted la tha Jipame Xm* Inquiry mas / 
reqaeatad by tha dapaneaa Consulate la Hondo la la iinmUjate anifltor 
amt if Ihaaa persona mart reliable and if so# te that octant* J : 

Mar daU of July 12* 1940# * radlafraa ma read** j 
advicing tha Honolulu Japanese Consulate Dm Tokyo that they aad 
laqair/ af tha lav/ and find tha/ hava mo definite raeoHeotion f 
fRXSD&IA but they mlahed la advise that Ia aaaa aegr Information Jl 
famished by fRIEDEU* 11 should ha Not aloof by diapatah Irrttat.iaf 
II by am reoogataable murk* and thay mill advlaa farther 


Xl af tar tha ItfocsatioB haa Woo tiffr*"*** 


f- 


hat* 


XI itfit ha aiatad at thU tin that Mre # FRIEBLL 
DJKSX returned la Honolulu Dm J apan m tha aSa Mk mako an April 3D* 
1940* Ha additional eommloaUm relating to tha VBXSX&LIS totem 
tha Japanese Consulate at Honolulu and Tokyo vara ersar brought ta too 
attootloo af this at flee, 

"* V 

< _ , v . / .- * 

franalatloov af atbar jan aafaa raaalvad Dm XACUX 
SASIC COS? AST. both inooplnf aad aotfoiof* mhloh maim paaaad hotrnm 
tha Jq>anMe Camlata al Hoaolalm# T. m# and tha fw-al^i Mini* tor * 
tokyo* art as foUaaai . \ -... ■cY- i ^ * 5 


ISOSi 


caasia*.! 

fnxzot nmstai 


^ i 


•Daoanbar X# 1941 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Honolulu, T. H. 

December 26, 1941 
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Federal Bureau of ‘Investigation ;-y\ . r, 

Washington, D. C, . » C '’S tX^Sr?' ,£T f VN: 

1 ' V . Rei • JAPANESE ACTIVITIES, HONOLULU, T. H.j 

V ESPIONAGE - CCKFILE (J). '. 

Dear Sir* \ *■-* ;> 

■- * I am^transmitting herewith five copies of 

the above-captioned ^re^port rendered in the above manner by* 'v^ 
Special Agent 'In Charge R. L. STIVERS at Honolulu, T. H., • ; 

December 26,- 1941*^J . " \ •' . ' ; '"v “ v 

. ju. ; . . • ' -• - T • '■ . 

. . * T The Office of Naval Intelligence, Fourteenth 

Naval District, and the Office of , G-2 are aware of the -contents 
of the messages quoted in this report and are generally in- 
formed concerning the fhll contents of this report. It is 
suggested, therefore, the Bureau not furnish copies of this 
report to ONI or the HD in Washington, D. C. in viewof the 
reference made to the Cryptographic Section established by 
the Navy at Pearl Harbor which is supposed to be one of the .. 
prime secrets in Honolulu, T. H* ,, 1, ■ ‘ , 


w . 

„ 4 v \h f prime secrets in Honolulu, 

rtv f .- 2d . J,',. 

f.SS',1 y-i E 

a 

; 4^ 

f RLSsmma 

65-414 



\ Very truly yours, • J 

(signed) 

R. L. SHIVERS 
Special Agent in Charge 


|4APR 1619 ^ 
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federal Coaamini cations Coaoisslom '-:*£** 
Washington, D« C* 
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*¥ 


In connection with our national defense investigations, 
it is requested that we be supplied with transcripts of all soni taring 
being conducted by your Commission at the present tine of message 
transmitted over the Pacific, including transmissions of Japanese 
radio broadcasts and the like, ^ 

Tour assistance and cooperation In this respect mill 
be sincerely appreciated. . V 

%&**-:** - 4*- -- 

Sincerely yours , 




lTzS<rt1^ 


5* r . ry/ 





John Edgar Scorer 
Director 
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BERNARD KUEHN 
PART 2 OF 7 
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A» tm Mgr milli MImIai tto air tifcuk am tto Ulaad #>*J 
#f Oahu, espies of massages Hat and noilrd fcjr tto /apaaees flonii ■ V V'-^a 
lata —re obtained to tto fca^aU field Office free the — sralal 
jjrtlHii sadle mA telegraph scmpsalss la that aity* 




Tto iron el a ilea af m af .these iNifM IlfpttM m 

)i 1911, WU1U # ' / tp — sol Consul la loDolule, to tte 
forolga mala tar la fbkye, art forth a a — p late agratea af slgmile 
ta be aaad la e oa mTjc ileellag iaforaatloa to mmtj* Om af the >L'l ' 

sl^aals to to atHlsed ams a "light la dosmer aiadoa af Isle— house I 

7 p.e. to 1 a»a* aiw War*, vhiob iadlaatad the sail lags af . jVv.V^ 

k “ alraraft aarrlars and UtU* fnreaa — eertola dates* JbtmU|| 
i 5T~ aioalaaod that the JUlame*’— ase nth the foi m ar window aaa o»il tor 



oo >: ^Tj Ottcrxaahfi aad his wifa / 3Triodol* These individuals, alth thalr 
^2 j f\l daughter, tnth CarsoaHboro, aoro interned at Itonolale aa December S, 
2j jlV 1941, aad following hla detention, latte admitted that to prepared 
ATtF the signaling drat— and took It to tto Japan* ee Consulate aa to o — # 
tor 2, 19H* fvideace la alao available Indicating that lotto aad 


_ ^ hla wife Medal 


paid agnate af tto Japanese tort] 



L r V ; 






i t la Saaall* 

i/" 1 '-' . jr'A*«v'* J 


ie e o r ding to flpeelal i|«si la Charge Shivers, the {meatiem - 
arises aa ta vtot prose-tire action should to taken against these f** ’* F-r *-58 
aabjeata laawch aa elvll a oart a are oat functioning wader tto aartlal 


which presently pro rails la the Territory af Hawaii. Br. Shivers 
roporta that legal opinion la Hawaii ladle* tea that the Military ^ * c v 
0— nleston, vhleh exercises Jurisdiction over all eapltal off ens e s r 
II aad ether violations, where the proscribed p—tahaant la la txoaai V' 

— . of five years' laprl a o p aaat and/or $$,000 flat, votild tore Jurisdiction 

■r, «. » r— ■ \ la tto loato ease, area though ttolr aotlrltloe occurred prior ta ■/ - 


•Wl« 


toe— bo r 7, 1941, shoe martial lav aaa declared 




c«t(«r 


M.tlM 

<>i« 


t " - Xa addition ta the prosecutive cwestlea, Mr- Shlvera alee 
states that a matter af pollay la lavelTod, ton— h aa the evldaaee 
aaeoaaary to aonvlat the h a ato a la any aourt mould atom the aatlvitf^ 
af tto /spans ee Ootiaal Oaaaral aad oortela mpahara af hla ataff aha* ' 

^ i «» Ur * - ■' '' ■ ^corded 

- - ‘ • ’ * * 

1n»£xi:d 





luo for tbo Dir* o tor 


1A5/U 
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Hr* ffhiTors has atatod that bo dooa mat kaov ohothor tbo 
Armj will bring Euahn bofero tbo Mill tar/ Coaaiasioa vlthout Oaitiag 
far an opinion af tbo Attorn#/ Oaaoral ar tbo ftata bopartoont, bat 
bo aug goats that this aattar bo brought to tbo attention af tbo 
Attorns/ femoral* 

Za fin of tbo clreuastanaoa, it la bollovod that tblo qnoa* 
time should bo di sous sod bj Mr* Eblrors with tbo Mill tar/ Ooromor and 
tbo Oaltad ttatoo Attorn#/ at Honolulu, at ahleh tiao thaoo parsons 
abould bo laforaod that a doolalon aa to tbo plaao of pro solution af 
Subjoot la antirol/ la tbolr hand# and tbo Hroau will dofor ta tboir 
Jndgoaont in tbo proalaoa* 

. .. , "•/>. 

- - - * 0 ’ -V v 

A radiogram aontaining instruotlons af thla naturo la at- 
taahod boro to for /our approval* .. f 


Boapootfall/, 


D. H» Ladd 


Attaohnnt 




January 29# 2942 

. ■ ' • .; v *' I-. ► ; 

Ut fKXEQEL IAKTA AUGUSTS DflB, ;:V’ ‘ ; v - 

with lUlltf) ", • rV°' 

werba&d juuua otto torn >.*' 

with tlluni 
HSFIOXAQK (0) 


Subjects first mm to the attention of tho Federal karma 
of Investigation In February, 1939# whan a eonfldential Informant , 
advised that bo had received a report tram firlanda residing In tha 
■milan Islands, who desired ta rtmsln anonymous# that tha Kashas 
vara believed to ha espionage agent s. This ripori assartad that# - 
although Sob j sots had no apparent accrue of inoome# they aanad tva 
hone# at Kailua# Oahu# ana af whleh was vary largo and, further# that ' 
thsj antsrtainad lavishly, particularly Army of floors. This r s p or t 
was IsBssdiatsly referred to OKI, 0-2# and tha San FFaadsoo field 
01 vision of tha Federal karma of Znvastlgatlon, instruotlng that an 
Investigation rsgarding Subjsota bo sonduotad ahan naxt an Agent «u 
In tha Tsrritory af ■avail • 



t 
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Inquiry has disclosed that Kuahn vu barn In Berlin, Germany, 
On July 25# 1895* While oorvlng as an Ober*Xleatanaat In tha Z^eriai 
Oaraan Wavy during World War Z, his ship vat sunk and hs aas picked 
up by H. ■• fl. Xian. Is aas latamad at Edinburgh until tha and af 
hoe till tlss# ahan be returned to Germany* Kuehn stayed In tha German 



Wary tor 


tins# eventually being dismissed therefrom la 1929 far 



alleged financial dlffleultlae. - 

0 On lay 10# 1920# at few chan, Osrmany# Kuahn married Frladal 

— — Btlrk# the widow of s German of floor killed during the war and tha 

' vothsr of two ohildran named Leopold and Bath. Two tone# Martin 

O ul Kberhard and Mans Joachim# resulted from this nulen, 

^ Ob August 15# 1935# Kuehn was admitted to the United States 

> rn a t Honolulu far a twelve - mo nth period as a non-immigrant. At that Urns 
■ Z gave as the purpose of his visit the desire to study the Japanese 

- -5 ^-language in order that he might return to hie native oountry and secure 
a position as translator and Interpreter In tha mercantile field. 

- J -\S The Immigration reoorda eontaln a statement made by luehn revealing ; 
that he arrived in lew York City an April 29# 1935# in transit ta 
^[TjJapan via Honolulu. However# upon reaching tha Orient, he decided 
UJ ** could make batter progress in hie study of the Japanese language 

pz at the University of Hawaii and, accordingly, returned to Honolulu on 

^ g August 15, 1935# accompanied by bis children ftuth and Waurtin Kberhard; ~ " 

DOOMED | ^ y, /_£ / - ' 

' FrC c R-“ r , ( ) / 
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Eaehn's original entry permit vu extended t* August 14# 
1937# to enable hi* to ■oantinua his Japan*** stodlee** Apparently 
h* lift Bonoluln following this extension also* ha was admitted t* 
the United fist** a* « 3 * 0 ta 111 grant on Oetober 99# 1936* : 



it th* tin* mt their entry Into this aountry, Subject* slat *4 
that# although neither of then was employed# th*y had aayla fund* ta 
aorar their expen*#* Ail* here* . 

Bagarding Bubjeote* Inoona# th*y hara indicated that thay 
wa r * deriving thair money tnm investmente and basin*** iat*r*sts in 
Onany and Bollsnd, Tha nator* of th*a* invee taunt# is not alsar# 
although Euehn alalna to haw* hoan in th* **ff«* and t*a inportinc 
basin*** in Bremen and Barlln until 1935# when ha turnad this ccwpacy 
9T9T to hi* step* on. In any rrant# it la d* finitely known that tab- 
Ject* had orcr $70,000 depoaitad to thair ar adit In tha Bishop Xatlonal 
Bank in Bonolulu tho Bottardan Bank Association# As* tarda*# through 
th* Bational City Bank of Bos Tork# between lay 14# 1934# and February 7# 

1939* Eoahn plains that hi* Inoona ttm Oaraany was stopped in 1936 
when sons on* roportod to tho Omraan anthoritias that ho and his fa*Hy 
int*ndod to become Ansrioan dtlaens* It io a fact that Bubjeote and \ 

thair daughter Bath filod declaration* of intantion to bacon* eltlsaa* * 

of th* United Staten on larch 3, 1936* Fonda which Euahn was rw- 

U / 'I 

£ 1C 

bid ' 

Xmaadiataly following Euahn*# fir at arrival in Bonolulu in 
1935# ha temporarily raaldad at the Brooklyn Hotel# where he eooghi 
tha coapazzlonship of young levy officers, whan hs reportedly enter* 
tained ftaaly • 

/ . ■ ; . . - - . ' ^ '' * 

During tho **rly part of 2937# Euohn inreated about $21,000 . 

in three places of property in Bonolulu* On* of thee# housoo was -* 
meed for * residence, the other two being rented* 



■ v /■ 



Q& ,#ujr 14# 193d# flobjoeta, aeooqpanlod 17 tbalr bona IKartis 
Ibarhar d and Ian* Joeahi*, loft Sonololu for Yokohama* Japan* JSuahn 
announced that this trip vat aada to anahla him to atcura paraanant 
•ntry pernlte for hla two gone# vba mi in thla aou ntr y an t any or ary 
paralta. Knahn raturnad to lonoluln alona a m Septanbar 22 
wife and ohlldran following on VoT*nb«r 1 of tha 


Through arrangaaanta affactad by Kuhn, |100 vaa oant to 
hla faally at Tokyo through tha Rational City lank of lev Tort as 
August 27# 1931# and an additional $1,500 ni dispatched to JJaaa 1 


tha fame source on 
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*»* 





aetlvltlee in tons lain, ha etatod that ho would not aeoopt eaeh m 
offer for pay, tat If any each data mm to hie attention, ho would 
report it. Bo ft to m hie reaaon for refbeia* thle propoeltlea the 
fact that einoo his eon end ether relative! were etlll living la , 
Qsmigr, he would set afford te let It he known that he wee working 
*»lut tb.1 m>b7. . . . 

VuMToae reporta have bean reoalved hy tha Boaolalu field 
Bdrislen of the federal Bureau of Znveetlgatlen indicating that 
Bubjeete are very pre-Gorman and pro-Baal e nd latarootod in Oeraan 
alube In Honolulu* 






that Kb 


Trandaeo . Ku ahn 1« alao 




mi 


Aeeardlng to CU la lam 
auppotad to hara boon frltilly with too 


tha 0* 8, loaUr^ who vaa daeorlbad 


Kuahn haa boon auapaotad by aoaa Ouitai of having auppliad 
information to tha Japanaaa Ooramnent «d ha haa apanl j a tat ad that 
ha know* ha la nndar auapidoo by tha Uni tad Stataa Omnwot ( 

001 abtainad Information that Oarman Conaul ftobart Lang at Bonolmla 
intandad to obtain tha aorraot atatna of tha Kuahn* in Oamaiv* 


Ob January 0, 1941* tha foliating artloia, apparantly ra- 
farring to 0UbJaot# # bm prlntad in tha 8a wall *0antinal a i 








•/Bill us would Ilk* to know when th* deportation of 
tho local Baal foaily* oho oarry a mb* *iw±lar to tho , 
fallow who got tho front pago with hit nil nl and load 
actiwitlas, la going to bo axmounood officially* Bo ‘ > r 
boar thalr houot aot up with tho bar for tho aoonrloo wmn, 
to got than la tho wood to talk wao a tip-off a a to Juat 
dut tho Uttlo lady of tho trio wao wp to In hoar playing 
around with tho looal gold braid boys* VO hoar tho Import 
Jack ha a boon eat to a wlniia and hla Borlln boat la tran 
f erring than to tho Shanghai Band* /aniua haaro tho J9X 
ha* oao awoll doolor on thlo oot-wp and th* ftelly lo oot 
to got a turn down roooptlon If they try to «top off at 
B*nlla»* 


During tho Imrootlgotlon of thlo oaso, unoueeooofUl attonpto 
war* nado by tho Honolulu Hold Division of tho Fodoral Buroan of 
ZnTootlgatlan to enllot th# cooperation of oowmirdal radio and 
tolograph oonpanioo In tho Hawaiian Inland* In turning ortr ooplot 
of commnl cation* r ala ting to tho national dofonoo of our c ountr y* 












* 


January 19 # 1942 


WMroiAL UQ COtriUTUL 

- • - - r 

mogiiix^ jor to mourn qmm. 


-•sforanoe U mate U ^ wawiiliM of January J# 1942 nd 
1U Mcloivn shlah rtMrJvd tbs translations of certain atiMifi 
^ m . i3wlun| iA kgr Vm J4 j>n— t CMioltii la Bsnolala and tta 
foreign OMm at Tokyo* Japan* 


Aft jm uaj f«e«U| U< translation if on* if that* mmiiu. 
41iptUh*4 an Oeosmbsr ), 1941 by Cite* tbs Japsns— Osmsal in Bonolwla* 
4a Un hrtip KlaUur in Tukj» f aai forth a eosplste ay* tarn of signals 
4o ba oapl sped U sows adopting latolllganss ftnfontiln to tha anapy* 
Gm of tha signals to bs utilised aas a "light in darns r nlndov of 
Kal aaa house fhw 7 p*n* to 7 a*n* ovary hour*# whloh Indicated tha 
sailings of Jtmarlean aircraft carriers and battle f areas an aartoln 
-data*. 


\ 


ftr. VlnM 


•f. Hkkili 


ft. 


x Investigation has dlsolosod that tha talama b ouse with tha 
burner window aentlood la this signal nos owned ty Oil* Cashn and 
his wlfa Model. Thssa Individuals with thslr denghter* Iwth Carson 
Boors* wars latarood at Honolulu on Pa emptier f* 1941* fallowing his 
d* toot Luo, Kasha In g vrittsw atari oat odwlttsd that ha prwpsrwd 
tha slysailng qjrstan In question and famished it to tha J a p a n ese 
Oooeulate In Bsnolalu on Cmosmbtr 2, 1941* Mhsot la alas available 
i n d ic at in g that Kasha and his wlfa wars paid agents of thg Japyre ss 
Oovaraasot In Hawaii* v -v 

^ N >> v' 

^ vv 

Information baa boon raoaivad by this “ 
that sosm question arises as to 1st pr o isowtlr 
taken against thssa subjeata as alvll 

an isr tha martial lav whlah has prevailed is tha Territory 
sines peoamber 7# 1941* As you probably art aware* tha 
emission Is presently axe raising Jwrladiotioo in tha Territory of 


*'•£ yha effect 
rrtktU^s 
arf^M^/ functioning 


aver all oapital affa&sas and ether violations 
proscribed punishment la In excess af five 
15,000 fine. 


mA/i 


•/. _\ 


>1 i>. 






/r ; o 




— . i 


fi|Wf 



a4a aH 14 aa to to* proMMllvt |a»«UM f 1% ip)*an toil 
. r* »it tor of polio/ U alto Unlv »4 Ia too p n poa o d pro a oattt l oo of 
to totoii lnoanooh oi too orldaooo 0 000000 17 to ooorVot tot to 
mu o oort oould too to ootirltp to too field of ••pimic* of too 
foponoao Coooul Oonarol m*i oortolo ototoro of bio otoff too too 
- diploootU lioantly, 

laitotilMf too toon loauod to too IdmUIi Field Offloo 
toio tor • *» to dlaeuee tolo ooitor with too Ml 11 tor/ (tenner to 
•too felted IUU« Attorne/ ol Sonelals to teffcm too tool a tool Qian 
• m to too ploee of prooeoutlo.i of tote ftp entlrel/ lo toolr tooto to 
v ^ptolo toroM «UX 4o for to toolr Jodpwat lo too jroolooa 

^ Alnoe It lo 00 % Idmb toother /on oro won of thlo oltootloo» 
It lo tollorod toot this information Mgr to of lotoroot to poo. 

for poor additional Information, toon lo ottotood o emnorj 
of too 4oto oootolaod lo tola Bureau '• films rogordlAf Kooha and hi* 
wifo. Copies of oil report* la tola 00*0 Koto toon ftornlehed to too 
Office of Moral Zntolliponoo and tho toll tor/ XetoUlfoooo Mlrloldft* 

' ^ at Bonolml* and to toshtojton, 0* C* 


1 Moopoatfall/# 

■ *' r 

* Mm tdtar Booror 
^Blrootor 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATES AT 


MrOffT MAM AT 

. Honolulu, T*,H* 

^ ; C'i i» ’ > • T’ it l V jril- ' 1^!. 


Honolulu, T. H. 

DATE WHEN MAM 

1/5/42 

jJRfa 


file no. 5 5 - 4 ! 4 


tPCMlODFOIt 
WHICH MAM , 




•ynopsis of facts: ; Investigation, set forth herein, pertains to OTTu^KUEM 
. * end family, subjects of Honolulu file 65-4, and their _ y 

d//’.. '/‘V . ' Connections with .Japanese espionage activities in Bono- *j? r 

is* )£ 7. \-i . lulu. Signed statement furnished by OTTO KUEHN ‘reflect is ^ 

^ ’■ 1 he was former agent, German Mavy, 1928 to 1930, and was. 

-V*i: ,£*• J - ..considered for Gestapo posy 1932, which afterwfiirda . 'O*. /-'^y 

^ ; : y + •- •**'■ ^ca»e pccupied^by FilNHOLa HEYDfil C H; -tha|.Jhe contact^ > \%?V 
y Japan© se Consulate, *Bonolul]u,V on several oc casi ens priwf J 

;\y, ^ \ to 4 Japanese attack, 12/7/41,. And had. on 12/2/41, furnish©^ V.j 

►rd/ *“ : system of signalling regarding a'ctivixies ol u.b, i^av-kl 

~ 4' ' • fleet, basically identical with plan mentioned in reference 

report of 12/26/41/ that he received $14^, 000,00 j^sh din 
^ latter partT of October / 1941, delivered by Japanese in- r'”' 

dividual to his residence at Kailua, Oahu. 'Search of £ "w 
Kailua residence disclosed correspondence indicating S djp 
the 6re sympathetic with the German cause and ~ 5T 

X' * / .Me son presently occupying -Hail government post und*£ 

C^JOEBBELS. KTJEEN family presently being held in custofe/al'^i^ 0 

ALL INFOi^MAf lOf^eONfAINED . ' r a, ,v r : t . ' |Eg^ 
h'EREI N IS UN CLASS! FIB) ) 

hatf ■ n.iu^w.^KtaucuL ' •■■■■X-x.r ■ \,v ■■?*> *.« 


Report of 
; jV ' 12/26/41, 




i#i£- -al 

^ ■* • ! *.sg • «© ** 


date? 


nolulu, T,H* 




Details': 


2 fcEbi 01 v 

•VV- L'6 j. 


ointiv b 


AT so»ora,u, T. > ■■• ^niriAtLi^-^r X .;,y yy 

The entire investigat ion hereaft er > sat forth ifrae conducted/*/, 

1 rnfe write •>' * - ; *•' ■ ^ 




(J 








" •; - * v. 


Investigation reflected in this report pertains to OTTO KUEHN, 
his v/ife, FHI£D£L. /aau^hter. RUTH, now Krs* J. CARSOlftdOORE, and the 
' KUEiCj s 1 eon, JSBERHA.PD , all of whom are subjects in Honolulu file ^65-4, 

Upon the' basis of the inf onnatl on;gw£'X«Vtih' T in;' ! |^Uiit fata* *11/* four cf * vX* "V 
these ‘individuals were a pp y-aKanriftfl ^by a g ents of thi b offic e, .Acting ini - 
^v.co-operdtibh, i with hhe ’military authorities, ' on December -8^~~T941, ahd 
;;:>ere placed in ^ ~ ^ - 

; t Vjheld at the jtfei 





. OTTO KUEHK was brought to the Honolulu Field Office from 
detention quarters at the United States Immigfation Station on • 

December 51, 194ljfoi^]uest^nin£^^A^ttoi^tiioe he was vigorously J vli m 
interviewed by and the writer, and - • ‘ 

submitted the fonowTn^^^^ec^Tateme^^xne original of which is 
being maintained in the Honolulu file in this case* . r. 


**-r^ 


K - 




\ ■%. ; - /: v :.v • 

^ -(Signed statement will appear on next page. V >/ 11 

. < - „:>v. r •- ->->• :- •• . **,••••/••. , r ;- 

A" - • . ■ \ b. *, - , * 1. 

, - . ■ 4 • - - jP ; . , * ; <■ > , * >* * * • v. *, « . : 4 * v- **■ - - 


v - /9U. 

• tirV ’V /"-* 


1 -^ V'* 

v > 
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A 


- S' 


I 


Benolulu, f*I* 


V -AV* 


^--V. >'■•;>;; - • 1 •' f }&? :-V*y^^^^^-.;jb fc ,y, 

- . t: otto ijfffl, yak* f^ lowlaz t tetmsont b* 

of the f*4«m Bureau Of 

Bo lhmti f indueamamta : L:^ '"'■ 
or yroalota of Bn/ kind kn been made to ait* X make this state- 


t freely and voluntarily, of my m fro# «1U* v#^ 


X, OTTO BBSS, vat kora on July 15, 1W5# at Berlin, derma a/* la 
April, 1911, X onllttod in tho Berman Bhvy, at a Cadet, an the ; 
training eruittr, BtitTHA, at Flentburg, Bermany* ' After earring 
my training period, X vat a midshipman an the Berman cruiser, .j 




mj vudu| p*n«a, a «u • luiiupau vb w mwi — ii inuHr^ .j v- 

BLOCBEt, an which X aerred in the var until lavarjr 14, 1911, at T ;I 

vhieh tint X vat a an tar ad by the British fallowing a naral Om- 
gagament in vhioh the BLUCBB1 vat funk# X remained in a British 


•up, at a prisoner af var, antil January af 1*18, at vhieh 
during an oxobuge af prltanart, X vat tout to Bolland, where X * . 3 * > i 

remained far tho duration af tho var, following tho armlttloe, J - '* 

raturnod to Birlin and studied architecture far thraa months# •'- - * 

Following thlt, X again outer ad moral tarriaa, at a lieutenant f.jf 

aboard tho WITTEI4BACH, tho aothar thip af a minesweeper flotilla* . 1 

X aontinuad thit ate/ torrioa far an additional ilz months, fal- ? j 

lowing vhiah I vat raloatad and plated in the Karal Be terra Corps* 4 

I than took wp tho atu^jr af me did no at the Hoi rural Igr af Berlin > \y j 
and at the Unirerdt/ af Minleh, continuing thit for a period of. :^v 
one and one half ye art* During thit time, 1910, X married my V | 

are tent elf a, F2XEPKL, in Kxnleh, fhortly before my marriage, -U 

X purchated a 500-tan nail freighter, vhieh operated be two an . sl v 

Finland and Botterdam* My father had prerleualy left me an ' , r jr.-VcV-t- \i* 
Inheritance af about |50,000 oath, aa vail aa a number af houses' i _*% | 
and goreriment bends* the tail freighter, known at the * „ g 

ran an a reef, after which X told the beat for about |S, 000*00* vAi‘ S.7;’ t 


PM 


Xn about 1011, I began working in Berlin with "SBXXXV8,* a ma chinny . 
oonoern engaged In tho mtnufaeturo af hea ry motor t, ate* X earn- ■/;" 
tinned in thit employment, t erring at plant protection man, for ^ ' 

about ono ftar, fallowing vhieh X inter ed training vlth the tame 
company to loam tho bu tineas, and aontinuad In thit up until IBIS* ' -4 
| then operated a manufacturing and distributing business of sparkling Jk 
water and lemonade in Btottin, dorman/i operating lota than a fear* r ± 
Afterwards, X returned to Berlin and vat anpleyod aa an intpootor : 
with "POMhBRfiCBK MEtBSElBB*, vhieh bu tine at aontittad In dairy ? ■ "•? 

produott, ato* X aontinuad In thlt work 19 until 1918, but before 
discontinuing thit wploymont, about 1*17^ X entered into the coffee 
importing business In Berlin In partner ship with ana OTXRfiACI. My 
position vat Salat Menagor, and X aontinuad the operation of tho 
M&e businott up until my departure from Sermany In 1985* 


i 


- ^ - 


firit aantaet wlththa Bail party m attaodaaao at a BHti^ J 
•al lad By HTUI la Iltl, gamany, la IPSO* UT Ltt apoka at tfe* 
hasting, which X attAdsd tBa / ‘ 

Mating, and an that tans o^^^oHSafa^T^^nawbar af tha fell 
Party, mi laflusabad^H^H ta' Jala tha party alao at tha |Aa • ' .s 
ttat« I did not bsooi^^raVi la par ty until 1911. nhpa ' V^y f 

paiV rtJttslI adrlaad A t^ 

waracal lad, gb^fetar iaM**aEs!^^aplfe at Munich, about, ... j/ : ,;.>. : <_vjS 
Os curing * .jfft ~lt*-- -tha girtr- tfimici By 17 ^ 

hfl — , T^fiTr* »nri X tort fl nifi gHBttfr, Wba&ar»jt, ^ ' , J 

fenle kj, aftar ay baring adrancsd 1BTPRICI rto«t * *^" ,v Vij|rfl*\ m 
Ark loan* Upon making Munich* BSTDRICg Ad Imnt tha ci*& 

Un gf7^irant> ta kara a tap ff ^^^IKTI ffilCH txcuaad Ma - J 

£#lf. stating ha wrasgoing 4 saa tha paraon ta 

X«rarrad_aa, tha parly aka la tar Mean* emafdf ^l^^atHuniah, 

pad It l a tar d rrtleptd h a ai eiy^n p paaltlan by this worsen, . . J 

imleh turned At latar ta be chief af t ha gem an Qaat ap a arataa , fl /J *V 

working §gaarnMffll^B^MKiM&a mm ar joe patlre Oermn j 

11^9 At tbi tSai^^Hid aant ua Bath ta asst writk this i / ^ 


individual in Munich, ha had indie atad ana ar aora pealtlana vara * 

open and It la quite poaalbla tha poaltlA given to HETBfilCB ni L 
tha ana X, too. At being aanaidarad far* If such a posltlen had » /ttr^v 
bean of farad aa a t that tint, I Auld unhsaltatjnglv ha ra accaotefl \ 

IteTPRICH r«turn«d «ft»r tbout four kouri to tko City Ml *»rt»urort, ’ f" 
vhara 1 Aa waiting in tha aaapajy af tha IndlwidAli who a a Muaa X 
Kara fargottan, wha latar baoAa ahlaf af pal la a in fenieh, and X \ 
AcoEipanlad than to^BdllRICB 8D0im , a bona, vhara I apokw wltE ,. : 


■ feKR for Ayba half a Hour rM fi^ 1>dtn g PtiffBUTiilff m Aina v- t r 
jrMch ahould ba adopts in witr to aradleata It f ran Oarmur^ T V j 

following which fiklI>RICH ea aa to a and said that did not . ..j' >"p'^ 

Ilka lam and It would ba boat far va~to return t ^lffllno vaxen X ; 
did* fhortly aftar that, X racairad word ^reaTlHBthat Xvm ■ r ' > 

ta Ba aaalgnad to Ark in Altana, Oarnany, f ar tha party, at an > 
izrvwati gator f or t ha party to data nri.no th » IdAtlly of thoaaTnp f* ; ■** \ \ 
^▼1 a^ and ato or taln wSd^ n f pro^fe ti id "tha > » y. y-ty 

Altozm Pollaa Dapartsant and ra aidant a af 4a t vicinity# J engagad t ^.^v 
la thia aoeupatiA far about tin nan tha, toward tha pad af vhlah ^ 
tlai X Ada a raport a tha ohlaf of pallet la Altana, wha vaa a"‘ > \-. r ? 

party naabar, to tha affaot that ha At lanoral la his prlAta r* ' 

Ufa, Ad shortly thsraaftor, fallowing aoaa othar nlaor troublsa, 

X Aa adrlaad that my asrrlesa nr# no langar raqulrad, oo I \A 


' i 4 


* ■* 

■■■'v.'.rvil 








0 


0 





about 19M# . thraugfc my ahildran’a tikU| aum i«im« fm 




.:■- v ■■ A. r •:* l :2r*k* l''-"* ‘ ■- & .*£ ’ /' *■ ■- v.; .. 

- J ■* ■» ' ' - - - • ,v "'‘ ■ . ■?- ' r Xi: .; ‘ v -"** *■ *y?' . V** *' 

Curias 193$, X purohtead tha Hsdorn ttaal furnituro Company, 

which X operated far eight ar alma mantha, which X finally • • ~ tt ;'V •>>^| 

turned arar ta a trustee after lasing about All, 000 .00, Ska - t «y . ..: - v > ^ 

wu/ vuivr wp^o/mem. a ut« oau lb pa«mu vti anew anna# - • ~ -~r- * 




* Mmu rra» - 

>• - * / * • * -• • ^•- yr 
-- * 'i, >v- .*ft V y5a* 

' - i 1 *' : ....• ?,« ‘ ,.^-v J vc »?« 


1941, when I want ta work aa a freight checker far tba Banal*!* 

Iran Works, which jab X bald far tlx waaks and fnlt aa the 
wnstoe hard* X kart ainea attempted ta fbtala a pepltlaa with - *-* 

\t the Hawaiian Treat Canpaagr, ' Y ''‘ ' " " 



•- in. 


sflsenwwr the »nuic Traat ce^aay, -j t - 

* ;;N *- ! . 7 “ 

< ,*■ -‘ ^ ■ - ’’■'h .*» t-- ;• ,'... *>/ « v ji 

hi ok X bara baan abla ta derive 

4 «k 1 ttv T 1 M Bbll «r 4 "• ; j fc i 



mth rezard ta tka income which 

locally, X might atata that 1* 19ST X Xaatad eight aarat of 
land from, tha Ian *0 ha Banoh Conpany, and aloe a kara auk-1 aaaad 
••ran aeraa to a Japan* *• gardnar* Ska atkar aera X uaa ta 
raiaa fruits and ragatablaa far my own uaa. X also raiaa 
aklokaaa at mj Xalana raiidanea, haring about tOO at tka praaast 
tin a. Sana af tkaaa oparatiana art tncaaaa-pradueing* tfy wifa, 
FHIKDEL, aparataa tka Xallua k**uty Bkop, fro* which aba dariraa 
an araraga ineoaa af approximtaly |60«00 a *antk« Thia kuainaaa 
wat originally apanad in Juna 0 19 ip. v\ :/ . _ v v V V vV * 

ulu, not prrriotuly jaantionad,* ara 
a regul ar aequainynea, with wheat , 
play bridge, *an**ba 

, Kanaaha, Oahu, lE^prla? hit airwraa /• 

with " , r 

aa«ociat*g «q> \nUl^*pa*^t^ year*, battar 

knowntajBal^^M^H|H^^|Vat Lanltai^^Srough wham X first 
Bat tka Xoaehling ttaal Works. ^ 

* SaiSSil^BES^iELlBBl^^TaEjp^Fa^^^^rom who* X kata iian 
TaoaiTad soma aorraapaodanea, flHHHR alaa araprasantatira 
af tha Soaokling ttaal Works at Tol^r^u, first Waama 
to my family through RUTH, mho mat him in 19ST, arid 
k . 'ta Japan an a Japan* a* Ttaatl* / tinea that tima, mm 

has riadtad Honolulu on two aeeaalana, anoa in aarly 19M, at 
which tint ha occupied my Innlkal poach raaidanea, fur two ta 
\ thraa waaks, and mgain In |apt*mbar, 1938, whan ha stoppad orar 
■ only for a night on hi a way back to Japan, ^ 


u } 

) 


,b^ 


Dthar frianda 
aa fallows 1 
my wifa and X 
Territorial Hoapit 
was a fraquant 



v 

r ^ '■’ta. mr 
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hft I 


n 

Rsgarding the 'monies which I hare received from time te time from 

cut aide sourcek, I with te make the following statements* it the >. - w v 

time I left Germany In 1985* X w me only permitted te carry about > > ^ 

tm u arks with me* 1 here been unable fine# te ge^ any af ay 


monies out ef Germany end the ether members ft ay family 'Were alee 

About 1913, during the first 1 


unable te bring cut additional funds* About 1913* during the first 
Bar Id War* X had opened 3 mull account in 4 let ter dam bank. After* 
wards* daring the period X owned and operated the sailing freighter 
AVXASE3 I deposited funds received from the operatlen ef the ves sel 
An this same bank in Rotterdam* In 1984 

/resident In fwedmi* transferred te me about fJpJgwTB^ani^aBira . 

1 ef the inheritance which 1 would have received later* which money 
(was deposited In an Amsterdam bank* luring the years 193S* 1987 
and 1988* X reealved money transfers totaling about #80*000.00 from a 
these aoeewnts through the Hahep Batlennl Rank* Honolulu, X 
Veen unable te get any addltlaaal funds frtm Holland since 1988* ^ 

From 1988 te the spring af 1940* I received me additional funds from" 
the outside and as a result was fereed te sell one ef my wife 1 ! homes 
at Xalama as wsH as mortgage my wife's tiher Xalama residence and 
Lsnahml resldamoa* X had previeualy acquired these three plcosi ef. 
property during 1987*^— . ’*-’'*._“■ *** i 




Xn the epring ef 1940 my wife* FRlEDKL^wlaaned a trip te Japan la 
order to make arrangements with the German steel 

flxm* RDBCHLHG 8TX5L WORKS* Sobyo^sSanTfe r further fwida* At 

that time ahe borrowed money from the bank 

signature* by wife made arrangmseats with transfer 

iier property in Germany te him for a eerisidaSHSnF|40*pOO.OO. 
Bowever* he was te first have an inquiry made in Germany te determine 
the value af the property and arrive at the exact figure* but la the 
meantime he advanced my wife #6*000.90 cm aeoeunt* She brought the 1 . 
#8*000.00 in each withhe^e^herp croon. Upon reaching Bsnolulu 
my wife told as that premised te said mere money 

after the lapse ef five months* About five months later* around 

an additional #10*000.00 la cash was b rou g ht by a 
aboard the CHIC Hi BO 

y made the acquaintance eJ^K^^pEITeaii 
\jHilUSA HASH on a trip from Shanghai te Germany im 1983. __ 
upon reaching Honolulu* telephoned me and than brought the 
ay Xalama 
currency* 




made the acquaintance el^^^^^pEIIe'en^boar^^^^ s 
V on a trip from Shanghai te Germany im 1983. 

ing Honolulu* telephoned me and than brought the money TWU y'y' 
re si dance. She money was made my entirely af imerlcca J J ; 

)sjr* *£ ' :V.t . * . ':*vvV.'-” T -V ' 4~ : ' % 


Xn October* 1941* following the arrival ef the SATUIA MUU at Honolulu 
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About two Of throo days after my first visit to ths Consul Into 
7 in Jforombsr of 1941, 2 roturasd Sod this tins l spokn to ths non 
sitting behind ths Ur(i desk Is tins ha ok of ths room, te til Wt • 

Of tbs ontranoo Of ths Consulate. Si sad 2 tont Seross tbs kail 
|lato ths second roam ss ths fig kt from tko frost of ths Consulate. 
jfit that tins ht refused to oond an/ mono/ to ^ son sad I offered Jju 

I to assist his and ths Consulate is obtaining Information that tbmy jV 

II ai(ht kt istsrsstod in. te asksd ms if 2 know ter many Ships mere j 

w is luraliaa motors and 2 tsld kin 2 sould find out. fksa 2 loft il :: y 
r ths Consulate and oast horns sad after throo or four days rotsrsod * >r ' 
to ths Japanese Consulate, at vhlsh tlms 2 spoke to tho asms mas • ' 
apd PTA , tH g<vri ^ tl1 n— olf r Is that sams room, ths oseosd sms jf ^i.;v 
os ths right from tns rront sr ths Consulate. At that tlms 2 mads ^ 

Suggestions to thos stating that 2 had a abort-wars transmitter and I 
oould ssnd ms s sags s for thss if thsy ss dsslrsd and I also Sutlimsdil ‘ -.v 
j a s/stem of signal ling that oould ko used in ardor to fu rnish lay ft, 
f ormation rolntiro to tho typos of ships is foarl terborlS? tassoiM 
that had loft, this systsmof signaTIing eantainsd f If teas sots 'V " ^ 
Of signals. Thssf signals wars to haro ktos girsm hy a light in ay V 

« horns at tenaksl or la la ms whloh oould haro kosn soon out at soa by f' 

a submarine, as follows i Sms light between • and 7 mssnt kattls Jw 

flsst in harbor | ons light kstessn 7 and • ms sit ssoustisg fsrss In f 

harbor) s&s light kstessn I and • maa&t airs raft sarrlsrs In karkori 

ons light bstwssn 9 sad 10 mssnt kattls flsst proparsd to loaroj j 

too light kstessn 10 and 11 msant scouting feree prsparsd to Iootoj 

s&s light bstwssn 11 and 12 msant aircraft sarrlsrs prsparsd te : :m 

1 cars j ons light bstwssn 12 and 1 msant kattls flsst Isft kstessn j * : 

ons sad two day! agoj ons light bstwssn 1 and t ssant to sating fsrsf . 

Isft an# te too da/a agoj two lights bstwssn f and 7 p.m. noant < j; ' ^ 
aircraft carriers loft sns to two da/a age) two lights bstwssn 7 and 
• p.m. noant kattls float Isft thrso to four days ago) two lights i ,^'Qj 
bstwssn • and 9 p.m. moast scouting faros loft throw to four da/s \ , *// 
ago) two lights kotwson 9 and 10 p.m. msant aircraft sarrlora loft 
thrso te four days agoi two lights bstwssn 10 and 11 p.m. msant 
kattls flsst Isft firs te aim days ago) two lights hstwoon 11 and 'jjit.: 
12 midnight msant scouting force loft firs to six days agsj two | ; 3 

lights kstwosa 12 midnight and 2 a.s, msant airoraft sarrlora loft , . : > 

, firs to six days ago. '.V -.y- _ - ,:v ■; V 1 "-*, ' '"xj 

fJ V* • : r • > ■ jC ■ &■■■*! : : 

^ this sams sot of signals oould kart boon pent by nsant of linamVn : 

" ths cloths s lino at my fcanafcal homo, ons ahoot kotwson d and 7 jgfj 

In daylight moaning kattls flsst in harherj ons sheet bstwssn 7 and. ^ • fi S 
$ a.m. msaning scouting fsros in harbor) ana ahoot hotwooa 9 amdif ^ ^ 
a.m. msaning airoraft oarrlors In karborj ono shoot hstwoon 9 and' 
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10 a*n. M«i«| Vattlo fleet prepared to 1 wt#j erne Ant between 
10 tad 11 I 4 i» Minla^ woutlaf fcrM prepared to leave j mm shrtt f. /V;2 
Wtmn 11 m* uid IS noon moaning aircraft carriers frtptrM %c -^1'-^. .^-.p 
1 hti| was shut between IS amo and 1 p.n. moaning tatUt 
lift 9 M ti twi Ugri &{0| mm ihiit bitvM& 1 f •*• and t p.m. 
moonin g routing far of loft one to two days i|i| two »Utti m lift# 

Votwean • i.b, and 7 e.n. moaning aircraft carriers loft out to two 
days agsj two sheets on lino between 7 aa and 0 a.m. moaning 
battle float loft three to four days agsj two sheets on lino betweo 
0 a *m. and 9 a*m. Mooning scouting foroo loft three to four days 
ago | two sheets on llao Vo two on 9 a.o* tad 10 a*m. meaning aircraft 
carriers loft throo to four days ago* too shoots on lino between ' 

10 a.m. and 11 i.b. Moaning Vattlo f loot loft fits to six da/a agoj 
too ahoots on lino between 11 a.m* and it moon Moaning scouting 
foroo loft five to six da/a agoj too shoots an lino ^otvoon IS am 
and 1 p.m. Moaning air or oft parrlera left five to six days ago. 


fir 


"d ‘ " if 


‘ r* 

V ^ * 

& 


. V\ t..*"; 
■ijr - 


-I 


fhoy told mo at that tins that this a/aton of oonounleatioa was V 
complicated and It would Vo noooaaory for mo to simplify At. <JI 
want hcma. (Mo or two days prior to th^ ti— I nuhan^d **<« Hr« 
cot of sl&nals I by P«iri Mr^ar a nd thoro woro Tory f ew 

-b oats Ip tho harbor at that tla o. About throo ca ya Xator 1 want 
5k to tho Conaulato with a simplified a/aton of signalling, on 
fwbat 2 think was Deccaber t, 7ff4rr~~71itl Tl, i# algnila ■oo ntsIn aA. 
only sight co^jjaatToas, aa followai lb. 1 massing battle float 
prijnr a 2 to~loaTo j So. 1 Moaning scouting faros prepared to learej 
Bo. S Moaning Vattlo float loft one to throo days agog 9a. 4 moan- 
ing scouting faros loft ana to throo days ag#i Bo* I Moaning air* 
oraft oarrlors loft ono to throo days ago| Bo* 0 moaning Vattlo 
floot loft four to six days agoj Vo. 7 mooning scouting foroo loft 
four to ads days agoj Bo. 0 moaning aircraft oarrlors loft four to 
■lx days ago. Those signals woro to Vo given as follows from ny 
Umtai homo i Coo light between 7 and 0 p«m* Mooning Bo. Xj one ... 
light between 0 and 9 moaning Bo. fj ono light between 9 and 10 p*m« 
Moaning Bo. Sj one light botwoon 10 and 11 p.m. moaning Bo. 4j : 
two lights Votnwon 7 and 0 p.m. meaning Bo. Sj two llghta between * 
t and t p.m* moaning Bo. 0, etc. Those lights woro to have bo om- . 
from a window o r au tomobile lights. / 7hr j »i«sy»to» eould hare boon 
. nSed wits' ono pleoe of llnotr hum g on tho lino at Lsnakal Votowoa « -, v 
0 and 9 i«b«, Moaning Bo. 1, ono botwoon f And 10 a*n. moaning Bo* fj 
’ one botwoon 10 and 11 a.m. Moaning Bo* fj ono botwoon 11 a.M. sad: 

IS noon moaning Bo. 4j two pieces botwoon 0 and 0 a.m. Moaning Bo. fj 
two plocoa botwoon 9 and 10 a.m. moaning Bo* 0, and ao forth. It ^ 
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• V" ^”-' / / •^V,j ,, ;.;» ’ '. • * ''’ *- • .* '•» •- '- ' 'U- ' , fv r^- . ' v. , , '/'•’ -. '*•' ^ ’ *-. *' T -.» . " j 

' , i>7v . was alto arranged tbs* a lit lit 1* th* sVrIUht lY I a1 >— bnwa 


-•: i : 


tyfi*s r ; >' r 


between T and • p.i. would ■fin lo. 1| owe between | aad 9 p «m* 
Wold mib Vo, t| ea# between f aad 10 p*m* would won. lb, f tad 
0) woo between 16 and U p.m, would mm a Vo* 4 wad f| mu between 
11 and 11 p»B» (midnight) would mean Vo a. f and |, -I ± 


^ •> - - . 


It was also arranged that this saws system of elp aiHwg -v ^V-^VA' 

havs boon weed wi y> • ■+*- pt v.S 

beach between certain hours * a star ea tbs sail or a star aad a" - 
hiafcer oat5 sail meaning eorre spending signals as thoso previously .V .2 
(inn, according to tbs tins ths boat was la that position* 1 da 
wot resell tbs exact eosbinati«as that wars to bars boon wood tv / 
ladlsato sash signal* ,. / ' X? *&*'*?:. V : W. 


> * " J k .\ ; ^ : ^ V V *• '/’V, - ^;>vj 

that sa tbs 1510 Want-Ads progrsa la tbs sura* V'-^A/'V "! 


It was also arranged that on tb s 1510 Want-Ad s progrsa la tbs sura* %t 
jUg tbs si gnal could bs sffsetsd to indloato numbers I and I 1T1 * . 

Chines* rug was advertised foreele, Met, 4 ana nil issatgT^ 
parlor apsrator was advertised fori aad a third typo of advertise- 
ment whiob X do aot recall would ladlsato numbers f aad I* It was 
also arranged that If It was impossible to give this system of 
signals, a garbage firs on Ifcul In a * r r±Min 

hours wuulB; xadlsatotbo abors auahsr signals, suab as a firs bstwosa 
tbs hours of $ sad 10 p.m* would msta signals I aad i, and so forth* ( __ 
la mentioning this lattor pla^^hl^i^mind a locality previously > ,?7 ~ 
described to »o by a friend, whore a number sf vacant A 

lets art located • I determinedtBPeSet lsoallty sf this area by A 
reference to a asp sf Jfcul which showed tbs manes of tbs two reads v 
whiob border that lsoallty sad which bsbos wore mention*! ia wy : , 
rsoSBBondsd plan as bordering tbs area wherein the firs signals £ > 
were to bs effected* Vk^ : ' ' * •;•< . - / • 

. ... . . ; • - . - r ’.* -• / ' ^ -■ ‘ • :V_ . *. \ <>? ' 

kt was also arranged that this coao^astsf signals could bs give* * 


i®# 

' ^sjj 
i £. 

.> " M - 


E alss arranged that this aims as t, sf signals could bs gdvwB_ ' 
t wars radio _aad arraagnon ts wero^n ado that If ths Consulate 
. to ccntaot Bo thoy Could do so by^O nding ■ s Vp s stuar tt 
*1X1001", to wj Von So. 14Tf at Soaoluln* lK - *' A • . r - 

1 . V / v » -~H 

mp Ilf led set sf signals was taben to the Oensulat# la iv V 
,o by as about t«*0 in tbs Bcraing* It tbs Urns I went to tbs * 
eansulats I was accompanied by my wife, VUISKL, aad while she ft—. 1 
Balnsd la tbs ear X went to the door aad banded the envelope eon tain* 
thle set ef signa ls aad another envelope containing #500.00, 

to* the Tide Consul 


■ ' il 

X ■■■* 

e-J V,{. 


»VW * m 


» 


\ U 


hi* ll 


o 


0 



whoso bxm I do mot recall* Z had mo eewversatlen with him at this 
tin hut want hack tc my car and drOTC aa late hailvla* 

X night paint cut that the plea outlined by ac shore cad that sub* 
alt tad tc the Japanese Conjulatc aro probably act Identical in every 
detail with theca actually cubed tted, although the plane eatlincd 
.above arc bacleally tho worn a# those submitted. Jdffereaeee will 
probable appear la eeanoetton with the hears stated for the desalt 

h the some eecacicn that X transmitted this el*g?llfied system of 
signalling 2 had alee adviced tho gonculato that there were seve n 
battloihlpg,' elx sruleors* two alroraft oyrisFI^~TSrtv destr oyers 
~W ^ty»«aron eubnarlttM, or sons elmllar figure, in fcnallaa 
w ater e. the bo figures were purely fictitious as far as i AnewT" 

Shis infersatlon was eulmltted in tho saws envelope as the 
tainiag tho latter plane* ■ • --.u *> 




\d>. 



following the pibmlsglon af these latter plana to the Consulate % ^sjrv^-*Si 






;J* * tt-TV* . 


hare had a# further eoataet with ony representative* af the Ceasulsi&e 
to date, neither hero X received any oerroepondenoo or 'telephone wee* 
sages from sueh representatives* Apparently wo effort was wade by the ‘ ' 

Consulate to tarry either of the proposed plane late effect through we* /. 

I wave never been to the Island of lanl nor nave 1 ever Coon the ' 

island wr purchased aajr property there* X never had a ehort-wav# / 

transmitter, and n y Lsnakal Pea ch house It rented to Amy people* 

X wight state that had no knowledge of ny plans cubed tted /> 

to the Japanese CoaB^We^at a natter of fact 2 have not seen hi* 
or hie wife since they departed fro® Bone lulu about September, IP 41, 
further, X hav^ha^n^eerresp cadence with these except for one letter 
received from out October, 1941 « X rented my Unakaj 

kesldeaoe ea Bevember 1, 1941 to two eeqples, One an Army debtor, ago ^/' r $ 
about 90, and tho other an employee with the Xaglneers, about the 
same age, both of whan had been transferred fro a fchofleld Bit ranks 
te faneohe* I eannot recall the nenee of these individuals at the " v 4s 

present tiwe. .. , v ;. .* ,:v.eFX* V*. ; fe&v' 

The abort etatswent eonsietlng of eleven pages has been read by *• r /j& 

sad X have signed each page individually and X certify the sen# te ' 



federal Bureau of Xnveetlgatlon, United ttatee Department of Justioe, 
Xcmolulu, f« M» 
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It is to be noted, during this interview with OTTO KUEKN, 
• »*V*ViF tKa eat of fl^rnal b referred .to * 




^•‘"v : Ai, also %o f ooted fr*t 'during ;>i» ‘Interview «bfc 4£'-£ 

V oTTa.ICOEHN, the writer, were unacquainted, with th« 

set of signed^outlined in reference report of Special. Agent in ,’:yV5 

Charge SHIVERS. The two sets of signals submitted by XUEEK were ^ ^ 

' submitted of his" own volition. ? ■•;•'. f -V * "-V- ''?.i /.V.A: - - ‘ 'V 

. • - :v v \ ^ • ./ . x - Vv:< ^ ' *y .■ ‘ 7 . j“>.r j-\'- -t.-r . - L ~ t.' T-C* > ■. ’■ ' > • ' .V .^/.rV *^3 

^ .Tnnnflnf 3, 1942, OTTO KUEHN was again Interviewed by - 

and the writer, and at that time submitted the ^ 

:■ following additional signed statement,; dated January $,1941, the 


k <. l lii ■ 
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*;£_&■■■ ■■■ Oee*al«t., fcoolilm, ’ m flHHB th« fca— 1. *»» aot tk«r«, 9f %4^V' v -£'? 

raj^l( frla* * cm ITmTi 

T^tb« aod 


k 4 i*x 
^ * H:*r¥ 
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4»lai at ku W Had a aniifi ta^HV through 
the jrt-trr<D|«d — nnor» 2 had ptpar«d | hrlof am«|i - % 
aodod foxm nentionod abort dhieh la subs tango reads ^Lmii <?l 

••od balance u tata at possible.* At first Tltt Oonoi w»a 
auspicious and roluotaat about ponding ny mm«|< M X explain ad 



. 7 : ?? "-*4 

*- •'."*' C V- jf-‘" 




■X'*- 


M follows* X told the Tit a Consul X m soling far the /spaaoef 
floronaaont and that Z had aa iaportaat at»M|i to go through W ' T 
“ m iaportaat official is tho dopants# fl oror o aa a t at 

tha Vito Consul that X needtd tho noaoy hafora *"'*• 

Oc tabor ft ae that Z eeuld sake mj stateacnt of property wader tha ^ 
foreign funds tar and at that J oould include this onoust ia ay ; 4'r^V'l 
atatoMnt af property holdings aa required hy tho foreign foods 
dirlaioa in ardor that ae questions would bo aakod at a later data* 
rolatiro ta mj aeuroo af ineone «d boa X t«o into poo too aloe af 
thoso nonles. Z intent ionally goto hi* tha lapreealop that tha ~ 
a o poy fl woe to gat trm gg weapons atioa far 

aorrioos 2 had rendered ro^n^7ap «ooo Oov cranont. tha flee 
Oonaml agrood ta send wj noaiago to^^^fat thia tlno. . 

After tao or throo neb J am back ad spake ta tho Tie# Consol 
and aakod hla If ha had got ton an anewwr or way aoa^ aa yet. la 
•aid no , ao Z again returned about throo weeks lator and ho still 



■old no. At that tin* J nado arrangonanta with tha flea flonsal 
that lb on ho hoard fna Zap an regarding tho none/ or got ® 
that ho should aand as a post aard to mj box signed ■/BflCH* and 
ho oald far no not to tone too of ton to tho Oonnulatf* 




v j ‘V' it 

A ■*•»'» * - i 


*-Vi 




Z did not aontaet tho Censulato again nor did Z roooiro mj post 
aard nntH ona aftornoon In tho wery of October, just aftar tha 
first Japnose boat eons ta Beoolulu, a pang Japanese bsi uai ta 
mj bans in blatl and ho told mj son that ho vantad to see no. j 
tu In tho hack working la acr garden, fly eons sat and adrisod m / 
ho vu tboro and X went around. So rosy bmaquoly aakod no if f ^ 

. aaa OTTO IUAW m& ^ aaid 'Tei, 1 and ho aadd # «Z hero soorthlng far 
you tram |BH|V ao X took hla hade to mj littla gardon boa aa 
, tboro bo |m no a paokago and n lottar and X aakod him if ho had \ 

Z- any ethor infomtiom far aa and ho said na. Z opoaod tha lottor . 

J first and in tbs lottor tras a ahoat af papor nrltton la Ingllah dab- ;o 

( l lag if Z had a ahort-wsro transmitter and if X nould bo willing W . v ^ 'i 
\ \ nako a tost at a asrtaln statod tins whioh was an a sight 1 aovsral 
^ \ nights lator 9 an a eertain nr« length, thia lottor was typowrittan 
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and had ne name on It* Be gar* me a shoot of paper and an envelope 
and I wrote on tho ahoot of papor that Jwas unable to ante the 
to at* X we« quit# nervous and put it in tho envslope and (art it 
to him* X asked hi* if ho know what was in tho paokage and ho said 
no* I aakod Ua if ho wan tod a roooipt for tho paekag# and ho said 
t no, and he than loft and 1 oponed tho package and counted the money* 

There woro #14,000*00 In tho paokago, mostly in bow #100*00 bills, ~7 
so no #20*00 bills* X think that this was a contact flJHVw*s 
trying to make with no through this lettor* da sooi^T^h^loft X 
tore up the shoot of papor asking as to aako this radio tost and 
burned it up* 


-\ 


Xt was about a week after this, and after tho IAIT0 MART) had soiled 
from Honolulu, that I again contacted the Japanese Consula te and 

talked to the Yioe C onsu l and asked hln to send socoe aonoy 

Ha said that he did not think it cou] 
suggested that ho take it up with tho Yokohama Specie 
Bazik and I would come back two or three days later* 



u 


1 went back and spoke to the Yioe Consul about three days later, at - ^ 
which time He asked mo what Information X could giro hi* about tho 
United States Fleet and how many ships were in tho harbor* Ho also 

I asked me If I know which part of tho Paclfio tho Qulted States Fleet 
usually went in on their maneuvers and how long they would be out* X 
told hi* that X could tell him how many ships there wore in the harbor 
but that I could not tell him where the fleet was or when it would bo 
back* He suggested tnat X work out a set of signals so that we could 
let the Japanese Fleet know how many ships were in the harbor, how 
many wore prepared to leave and how many had already loft for Japan* 

X told him that X could do all this* 


X think that acme time between my previous contact and this time whom 
ho asked ms for information about tho fl eet and s uggested I propara 
the set of signals that ho had contactedMU^^or someone in Japan . 
about me* fie appeared to mo to bo very gla^tohave me in his office 
and to have me do something for him* 


About three or four days later X wont back to the Japans so Consulate 
and showed him a sot of signals containing fifteen numbers, each one 
of which was to indicate a oertaln situation, as to hew many Ships 
were in the harbor, how many prepared to leave, how many had left, 
whether they were battle fleet, scouting f leet or < aircri 
exactly as previously told by me t< 
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In ^ ftctwcnt «f January 1, 1942. I* told at at this tin* that 
the tystm «u too eonplleatsd. Daring this visit JCXTA vu presort 
In the room. 2 did all of WJ talking with tb* Vie* Cental who would 
apeak la Japanese with OTA, tha Contain who weald In tare speak In 
Japanese to tha Vie# Consul and than tha Viet Oonaul would apeak with 
m$ In ftigllah. Thajr said that this syatan was too oonplleated and 
roquaatad na to make a simpler method of signals, which I said 2 
would do. 


Chi Tuesday, December 2, 1941# X want baok and took tham two mvelopes, 
f flea containing tha wo nay to ba a ant to wy won and tha othar aontaining 
tha almplifie^arttan^^staQ^^a^deserlbod by na in ny previous ~] 
ststnaent to January 1, 1942, 

and alto 2 haawntvreatinT^TiSa tone inforwatlon at to tha nnbar 
and various typos of ships In Hawaiian vat art, at alto tat forth In 
that statement. 2 handed that a two envelopes to the Vloa Consul and 
ha naked na to tone in and said ha would ilka to talk with na but 2 
told bin that it was all written out and there was no need to and 
turned around and want back to ay ear and want on Into tons. 

Z have reed tha above statement oonsisting of five pages and cart if y 
that tha tame la true to tha bast of mj knowledge and belief. 


y< 


Otto Kuahn 


VZTIHSSXSi 


Federal Bureau of Invaatlgatloo 
felted Statea Department of /nation 
Honolulu, r I. 
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The above-quoted letter was not 
that interview. 


*1942, by 
possible 

residence in Kalama from almost any vantage point off the mouth of 
Lanakai Bay; even in the daylight agents could observe and distinguish 
this residence with its red rooftop and dormer window from a point 
at Lanakai Point located right on the beach at a distance of about one 
and one-half miles from the Kalama house, neighbors in the immediate 
area of KUEHN’S residence informed that' when lights in the house were 
on the reflection through the dormer window was clearly visible. 

It was also ascertained at OTTt) KUEHN'S Lanakai Beach home 
that a clothesline is strung on the beach side of the house and, 
further, if linen was strung on this line there is nothing to obstruct 
its view from any point at sea within the Lanakai Bay area* 


dsit to OTTO KUEIN’S Kalama residence on January 4, 
the writer, it was ascertained that it is 
io observe the large dormer window at the top of his two- story 


brought to KUEHN’S attention during 


It was also observed .at OTTO KUEHN's Kalama residence. :that 
he keeps a star sailboat and sails for same. One of these sails bears 
the Roman numeral III in letters about 16 inches high and 2 inches wide 
of green cloth. The star boat apparently has not been in the water 
for a period of time as the seams are drawn so that it would probably take 
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several days before it could be placed in seaworthy condition. The 
only large lights observed at the Kalama residence were two lawn 
lights with reflectors, having about 250 to 300 watt bulbs, which 
were mounted one on the garage in the rear of the house and one at 
the comer of the house in the rear in such a manner so as to light 
the yard in the rear of the KUEHN’S residence. It is to be noted the 
rear of the residence is away from the beach side. 
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Director 


January 7, 1942 


information in that system that it was intended to be effective only 
up to and including December 6, 1941* However, it does not indicate 
a l i m itation in time for sending these signals but it seems conclus- 
ive that the signals devised would indicate one of the seven sets of 
facts only up to December 6, 1941* 

l| This office has not developed any evidence that these 

y signals were sent or given at any time between December 3 and 
1 December 6, 1941* KUEKN himself states that the signals were not 
l\ used or sent. \ 

Unquestionably there is already sufficient information 
developed, as the foregoing reports will reflect, to substantiate 
a conviction of OTTO KUEHN if he were tried in the United States 
Court for espionage under the appropriate Federal laws. At this 
time, as you know, the Federal and Civil Courts have been estopped 
from criminal prosecutions. There is considerable legal opinion in 
Hawaii at the present time that the Provost Court and the Military 
Commission, which have been set up under martial law, now have 
jurisdiction over criminal offenses committed against the laws of 
the United States and the laws of the Territory of Hawaii prior to 
the declaration of martial law, December 7, 1941. As a matter of 
fact, some Territorial offenses have already been tried in the 
Provost Court and sentences imposed after conviction. The Provost 
Court has jurisdiction over offenses where the penalty is not greater 
than five years imprisonment and $ 5 * 000.00 fine. The Military Com- 
mission is the court which now has jurisdiction over all capital 
offenses and other offenses where the prescribed punishment is in 
excess of five years imprisonment and/or $5,000.00 fine. 

The question now arises as to what prosecutive action 
should be taken against OTTO KUEHN and his wife, FEUD EL KUEHN, and 
whether or not jurisdiction would be in the Military Commission or 
in the United States District Court which is not now functioning in 
criminal cases. The question of policy also arises in view of the 
fact that the evidence which would be necessary to convict the 
KUEHNS in any court would involve the Japanese Consul General and 
certain, members of his staff who have consular diplomatic immunity. 

j 

» A 


- 2 - 


Director 


January 7, 1942 


It is my belief that if O TTO KUEHN is tried before the 
Military Commission, a sentence of death will be meted out. There 
is no question but what a public prosecution of KUEHN and public 
dissemination of the evidence on which the conviction was obtained 
would have a good, wholesome effect on the public morale, par- 
ticularly that part of the evidence which would show the center of 
the Japanese espionage activity in Hawaii in the Consulate itself. 

I do not know as yet if the Army will be inclined to 
bring KUEHN before the Lilitary Commission without waiting for an 
opinion from the Attorney General or the State Department but I 
assume they will take no action until after the Attorney General 
has had an opportunity to review these facts and consult with 
other members of the. Cabinet involved. It is believed however that 
a decision should be reached at the earliest possible time so that 
appropriate prosecutive action can be taken here, not only for the 
effect it would have as a preventive measure tart for the good of 
the general morale of the citizens of these Islands. 

Very truly yours. 


R. L. Shivers 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Consul-General ETTA, the Vice-Consul advised KUEHN the system of 
signalling was too complicated and requested him to prepare a 
simpler method, which KUEHN consented to do, On Tuesday, Decerib 
2, 1941, OTTO KUEHN again contacted the Vice-Consul at the Japan 
Consulate, Honolulu, T, H*, and delivered to him a revised and 
simplified system of signalling to 'be used in reporting the activ- 
ities and size of the United States Navy Fleet based at Pearl' 
Harbor, Oahu, T, H« At the same time, he furnished -written infor- 
mation concerning the number and various types of ships in Hawaiian 
waters, The figures submitted by KUEHN in this connection were as 
follows: 







* f 




’ 7 battleships 
6 cruisers 
2 aircraft carriers 
40 destroyers % 
27 submarines . 


•V 
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These figures were later determined to be substantially correct, 

" ‘ On or about Octobe 




del ivered by 

, OaBf^rT H* 

OTK) KDHLN was arrested as an alien enemy on 
December 8, 1941, and is, at the present time* being held as such , 
at the United States Immigration Station, Honolulu, awaiting trial 
before the Military Commission on chargee growing out of the above 
activities. No formal charges have yet been prefer red by Captain 
(Judge Advocate General 1 s Department) EUGENE V* SLATTERY, who will 
act as Trial Judge Advocate in the prosecution of this case before 
the Military Commission, with the assistance and collaboration of 
Acting United States Attorney ANGUS M, TAYLOR, JR* At this time 
it is anticipated that charges will bs brought under three counts; 

e first for violation of Section 54, Title 50, U*S.C«A,, * 

"a conspiracy to violate Section 32, Title 50, in that OTTO 
conspired with the Vice-Consul, Japanese Consulate, to tra 
formation pertaining to the national defense of the United States 
and performed overt acts to culminate the conspiracy, Yh© second , 
count charged will be violation of Section 32, Title 50, U*S,C,A#',J 
in that on or about Deceafcer 2, 190, OTO KDHffl did transit in- I 
formation relating to the United States Hayy Fleet and national 
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defense of the United States to an agent of a' foreign government, 
to alt i the Imperial Japanese Government* the third count charged 
mill be violation of Section 31, title 50, U.8.C.A., in that on or 
about November 27, 1941, in the vicinity of Pearl Harbor Navy lard, 
Oahu, T* H*, OTTO KUEHN did unlawfully and feloniously obtain i in- 
formation respecting the national defense of the United States, to 
witt the number and types of United States Naval ships based at 
Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T* H* 


whhbssbs 




V ,.*r 










HBpPP Federal Bureau_pf Investigation, are either or both compe- 
mto introduce the ^original signed statements dated January 1st - 
and 3rd, 1942, made by OTTO KUEHN and copies, of which are attached 
to and made a part of this report* Both Agents can testify as wit- 
nesses to OTTO KEUHN*s signature appearing on the original state- 
ments* . _ . ... . „ . 

R* L* SHIVERS, Special Agent in Charge, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, can testify to the plana for signalling ,.~ 
regarding the transmission of information concerning United States 
Navy Fleet activities and numbers based at Pear l Harbor which are 
mentioned in the signed statements of OTTO KUEHN* Mr* SHIVERS can 
also introduce documentary evidence consisting of rough sketched 
pencilled notes drawn by OTTO KUEHN himself of the signal plans 
mentioned in his statements* 


HjH Federal Bureau of Investigation, can both testify as wit- 
the signature of OTTO KUEHN appearing on the documentary 
evidence introduced by Mr* SHIVERS above* , ; ^ 






4-750 ( 2 * 7 - 79 ) 


{ 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


( 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the File. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) A L 

material available for release to you. 


kit LU 


with no segregable 


ED Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CZU Document* s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


ED Few your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

Ls-isntlS kja 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X ’ DELETED PAGE(S) X 
£ NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X "FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FBI/DOJ 



6HM 




• r '' - \ • ' - ■ 

" OTTO XDEHtt was bom July 25 , 1095, in Berlin, 

Germany* In April, 1913, he enlisted in the German Bevy and, 
following a training period, became a midshipman aboard a German 
cruiser serving until January, 1915, when his ship was sunk in a 
naval engagement and he was made a prisoner of war by the British* 
Following the Armistice, KUEHN returned to Berlin and re-entered 
naval service as a lieutenant, continuing in this work an addition- 
al six months* He then studied medicine at the University of 
Berlin and the University of Munich for one and one-half years , 
during which time in 1920 he married his present wife, FR32IEL ' 
KUEHN in Munich, Germany* 


KUEHN at that time had been lhft an inheritance, 
of about 150,000 cash as well as a number of houses and Govemmeht 
bonds by his father* He worked in various posit ions in 

up until 1930 at which time he enrolled hi ms elf 

IBQP0ID KUEHN, in the Nazi Party* OTTO KUEHN was inactive in wio ^ 
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jthen he made a trip to Munich in the cotap any of 
hid for a position in the Nazi Party which was 
given toHHB and later of Chief 

of the GeSS^estapo eye tea whiciflHHHHViB presently 
holding* JEDKiN has etated if such a position had been offered to 
him at the tine, he would unheal tan tly have accepted it* / After - 
failing to obtain this position KUSHN was assigned by the district 
leader of the Party at Kiel, Germany, to work for the Party in 
Alton*, Germany as an investigator to determine the activities 
of those individuals who were Cotomunists and ascertain who were 
pro-Nazi in the Altona Police Department and among the residents 
of that vicinity* He coiAnued in this work for about eix months 
after which he was relieved of these duties, as he had become it** 
volved in some difficulties with the Nazi Party and was h eld in a 


U. : 



KUEHN has stated he resigned 

from "the Nazi Party and In April, 1935* sailed from Bremen, Germany 
for the United States* 

OTTO KDBHN crossed the Mainland of the United ri- 
States and came directly to Honolulu, T* H* , remaining for three 
weeks in Honolulu, and then continued on to Japan* He returned 
to Honolulu from Japan almost immediately and since that time has 
resided continuously in Honolulu, except for two additional trips 
to Japan for short periods, one in 1936, the other in 1936* 

OTJO KUEHN filed declaration of intention to 
become a United States citizen at Honolulu, T* H*, March 3* 1936, 
following his admission to the United States at Ho n o lu l u as a 
"quota immigrant, ■ on October 29, 1936* He filed his petition for 
citizenship June 30, 1941, at Honolulu, T. H., and hia hearing had 
been scheduled far December, 1941. It was anticipated ^at he would 
have been admitted to citizenship on the last Saturday in January, 
1942, In the event the reaulte of his hearing had been 
However, In view of the declaration of war between the United States 
and Japan, no further action has been taken regarding these cl 
ship proceedings* — • . . 


OTTO KDBHN, at the time of his arr est, *4® 
■<rt<np in Kailua, Oahu, T» H., with hie wife, FBIHEI JDOIEHH . <** 
twolons, BBSUURD WaHH KUBHH, age 15, and HAHS JOtfHM 
age 10. He also has one married daughter. Its* J. CtBSW 
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*?*" ; 

4.U, «d ao BUCh "«? ? ' .. 

S^rt-it. Honour, *• ; »♦ ^r,.^ -V , ,, % » . 

• .•' "... J'ii A. . •' " • J ‘ •' 
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Office Memorandum 


) 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



subject: Bernard Julius Otto Kuehn 


date: November 28, 1956 


There are attached hereto pages 192, 193 
of "The FBI Story, A Report to the People" by Don Whitehead, 
which contain data taken from Bureau file 65-J574-45 

The information from the file was personally reviewed 
and declassified by me prior to the author's use of it in the preparation 
of the book and the clearance procedures followed in the book were 
approved by the Attorney General by appropriate notation on the Bureau 
memorandum of July 20, 1956, outlining procedures to be followed. 
(62-102693-90) The declassified data has been underlined in red on the 
attached excerpts. 

For complete information concerning data declassified 
In "The FBI Story," see 62-102693-^^ 


Enclosure 




ait 


is 


a 

CO 

5 

m 


Sr c/> 

O — 






_jp£ v— 
<XD 


\ 


V" 


w4 ^ 957 


A 


fcC'jS7 t /-i/5X 

Hot recorded 




0 


D 




I 


Ruetm told agents: 

... It was also arranged [with Kita] that this same set of sig nals coul d 
be given bv short wave radio and arran gements were mad e that if the' 
Consulat e desired to contact me they could do so by sending me aj>ost- 
carri signed '‘Jim mi e.” to my Box No. 1476 at Honolulu . . On the 
same occa sion that I transmitted jthis jsjmplified s^stejn of signalling I bad 
frlso advised the Consulate that there were seven battleships, six cruisers, 
two aircraft carrie rs, fort y destroyer s^ and twe nty-sey ea 9 r 

jome similar figure, in Hawaiian waters , . . a 

Kuebn also told of receiving some $3Q r Q0Q }n 1940- 194 f fro m 
sources in Tokyo, money which he claimed represented transfers from 
property inc o me in Cjerm any. He said tETTast~$l 4,000 pay ment w as 
handed to him b y a strange Japanese, an d "that his wife hid all t he 
.mousy. . . 

* t “7 don’t know where she has it hi d den , ” ftuehn said. But th ere was 
I ^ s tim on > Jndjcajjn&, th at T t he st r anger .who gave -Kuehn -the $14,000 
i jfflf 0] cuda’s associate, Consulate Secretary Tadasi Mori- 


I 


Excerpt from pages 192 , 193 
of " The TBI Story, A Report 
to the People ft by Eon 
Whitehead 
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HONOLULU, T# H. 



January 19, 1942* 



Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. - 

ReC FRIEDEL BAHIA AUGUSt/^KUEHN, ^ 

— — with aliases, et al* 

Espionage - G. 


Dear Siri 


I am transmitting herewith fingerprint impres- 
sions of BERNARD JULIUS OTTCpKUEHN, with aliases, and his 
wife. ffclfflSL ijDfigf ffi fii RIA with aliases, subjeots 

of ttie above-captioned case* 



It is requested that these fingerprints be checked 
against the Bureau's identification records and the Honolulu 
Office advised as to the results thereof by radio# 


Very truly yours. 








Bernard Julius Otto Kuehn, 
alias Otto Kuehn,Otto Kuhn 
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HEFEHjQICE: 


Furtheiyinvestigation set forth regarding OTTO and 
FR2S3DE3>ilXEHN^in connection with Japanese espionage 
activiti es, ""Honolulu ♦ On 1/16/42 OTTO and FRXEDEL 
KOEHM placed in adjoining cells, Schofield Barracks, 
through cooperation of Military. Throughout night 
and until afternoon of following day, conversations 
monitored by German interpreters and results, of 
little significance, set forth’. Both OTTO and FRU3DEL 
again questioned at length without developing further 
pertinent facts. * 


- P - 


DETAILS: 


<*53. M • 

>?.r.u 


dated 



3 report has been conducted 
the writer relative to 
with Japanese espionage 


APPRO VECrA apt j > Vjl* 

rORWAwCEDp/ « I 


IE: ^Report of 

January 1! 

gjr . Jt*S jl a—* v **» v ' - 

' V* - * ... - 

The /invest! 

jointly by 

OTTO KOEHN and wife] FRIEDEL, 
activities in Honolulu. I' $ r , ''Hit 

Attentiokie^ directed to reference report ofjBBHB BH BI 
page 5, wherein a plan waW outiiqe^' to have OTTO and F Rlr J u M. KUEHH 
placed together or in adjoining detention cells at Schofield Barracks. 
The purpose in thid pian,/aa /previously mentioned, was in order to 
monitor their ensuing conversations in 'a further effort to obtain 
information pertinent to this investigat ion. ■ / 

6PECtA « A CH^e* ! ■ NOT W "* nr ,N these 

. < r~77TVU i£'3^\7/' 
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" 3 - HorkftALEh - x -A--* 4 *==*** '•’"Til // >rV?J 


OF THIS REPORT 


} 


W -Vo4^ 

^ 3 - HoiteiTi 


^bl 6 ,.r(P 


teW 1 







- Both OTTO and FRIEDEL XOEHN vert escorted by military r 

guard from their detention cells, U. 3. Immigration Station, on 
January 16, 1942, separately, to their adjoining cells at Schofield 
Barracks. Upon reaching Schofield they were placed in the cells in 
such a Banner that each was cognisant of the fact the other occu- 
pied the next adjoining cell* 


is quoted from a memorandum prepared by 
irman interpreter, of the Office of Baval 
diligence, find It ls~ observed the time indicated in the log is 
Greenwich meridian time. 
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K 


"A translation from the German of all conversation that was 
distinct enough to catch and a running log follow. -The first column 
represents the time at various intervals where checks were made. 

F stands for Friedel; 0 for Otto. Interpolations and explanations 
will be in brackets. A dotted line will indicate missing words or 
sentences. 

1155 Arrival of 0. KUEHN at barracks* 

1205 Locked in solitary confinement. *, r ; 

~ T > 

1543 Arrival of F. KDHQi at barracks. . 

F - Are you sure you haven^t, done something (?)? \ 

0 - No. 



>f the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion and^^^^^^^HArrived at Schofield Barracks to maintain aural 
surveilleSc^o^^ffijects after their transfer from Honolulu. We 
arrived at about 1100 and completed technical «n A other arrangements 


for the surveillance together wit) 
Army Contact Office. 


iof the 
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V--,fio Tsa believe that? V... 


. + ^1" ' ? ’V; * - ’•* • ; * il = . ’ *v " 3r “* k *• I. **. 

' vl : .F - Wensehenakindl •'• : (Van alive!) 


0 - What did you say? 




P - I just made a written statement. (Bagliah deem this far; 

** switched to German.) What have we come, to? 

0 - 

F - What a stupid thing you have done I 

0 - Tou will get out of it all.*.. There were 30,000 crowns (?). 
What about the Money? 


F - What did you write? 

0 - (A complete confession?) 

F - Then they know everything. 


U. 


A^ 


0 - In 1935 I bought the.**.. 

F - Then have you changed your opinions oon rolct^ l jE?.-~-> . 

0 - We are going on the rocks. (We're ruined, we're sunk.) 

F * Tou had no reason whatever to sign your name to^euchJsa***^ 
document* 

0 - But what could I have done? 

F - Why did you write all that? (The statement for the FBI) 

0 - What could I do? *' \ - " ^ > 

. -- l - " 7 • f . •* ’ ' 

F - Oiatsch! (Bubbiehl) ’ . ^ .. 

O - (He claimed he wanted the money for her, hence his actions.) 
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v 


j 


) 


%*. 

■J'-U 


*F — What crasy things you have done! , 

0 r.Tou rmeaber what the Japanese Consul 'amt net . 

^F - There was no letter, no evidence connected with it**... 
, v_:. r Didn't you (broken off)? Didn't you...,.? ChQodl 


the Tapane; 


asked me whether X had received a letter (from, 
ese Consul) or not, and I said no* 


0 - The Consul* ...The Japanese* ..... 

F - Ach*..* (A discussion of Bans, Eberhard, and Buth, especially 
their health. Guard's arrival*)-''.. 


0 - ' 

F - Hobo dr believes awl 


L V 

bV ' 


0 - Shall I tell them what we received? (?) 

(This sounds important as evidence of Otto's withholding or 
attempting to withhold some important bit of evidence which 
Frledel also knew shout*) 

,V , * 

F - From the beginning I was afraid* Bid you do anything? 
(Presumably anything of an overt nature* ) 

0 - Ho, nothing st all I The FBI wondered where I got the woaqy 

* and X didn't know what to sey. .... (presumably an account o 
the source of recent money received. The last *14,000 or 
# 16 , 000 .) 

7 - Through the Consulate?] I (This could hardly have been 
feigned astonishment. At this point it became very deer 
that Frledel was either one of the world's best actors or 
. she was hearing of the source of the money for the first 
time to her utter amaamaent* The statement above ’go, ... 
nothing at all ! 1 probably means that although the signals 
were agreed upon, they were never actually used f or the 
purposes for which they were intended. Otto is rightly o: 
wrongly trying to lead Friedel to believe "that, be though] 
up the signals for the money, but that he did not use ij 
a aiafele felme.) 
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=i ; - w v *. v- o ■ v* •■ v ^ . • • - . ^ . . . . 

' " ‘ .-^vy -fvTv * * ; •. .- ./ 

1 c .* ,V<- ■ r’- M "‘ 


X** L ' I > v % i 
*.r * .V - fc -«< - 4 

i .?'* 5 ‘ ■%=. 

"Vf *0 - (Indistinct) (Thi Japanese Consul called Otto up in October.) 4„ ' 


(Some discussion of Hans and his role in the natter* Hd^ clear. ) 
But why did you write ell that? - / 


F - 

0 - I thought It was better to. 


F - That sounds very fhzmy. 

0 - Tea, it sounds funny, but it is true. 

F - I hate these j 1 hate theou But you kept this all a 

secret from me. That Is the worst of it ell. Why did you 
write all that? I saw a paper that indicates that you bad 
told everything ... . They tricked you (into that confession). 
When did ±t happen? (What is ’it 1 ?) j - ■ — 


0 - In 1934 and '1935 and again in 1936. 
F - 


b ^ 

I had no idea about the 24,000 marks. How could you ever 
have done such a thing? (Friedel sighs over and over again. 
This is perhaps the most distressing part of Otto f e confession 
as far as she is concerned. A good assumption is that some 
sort of extortion or blackmail schematise resorted to to . 
replenish Otto* e depleted funds. In *34, *35, and *36 Otto 
either lost the 24,000 marks which were entrusted to him or 
received such a sum as a result of illegal pressure and black- 
mail. Friedel was in a state of hyperexcitation, but Otto 
came back with the following*) 


0 - 
F - 


ind shat abouj/^thie (Buthchen)t 


Ach!.... Old you do it for money? Bid you do it in 1936? 
(Not clear what.) : 


; . 

i 


0 - -(An explanation which did not come through.) , 

F - (Another long sigh as she realises the enormity of his\ 
danger. ) How much did you pay? 

0 - (Inaudible 

F - If I had only imagined that it was like that! .... Tou gav$6 
paper indicating that you had worked (for him, presumably 
Okuda or Uorimura)? 




J 
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*0 

F 

ir 

0 

F 

0 

F 

C 

F 

0 

F 

0 

F 


. < :* ~'£~- ' V ‘'T^' » ■ V* '* 1 *7*- 

'jr '-■=£ : Vr r "j 

• Tea. V-V*. “ ; - " : 




Achll When did you apeak to him? In October? 
the 26th and then again oo the 2nd of December. 
The eecond? And the money was delivered? 




mb 




I don* t understand. 
How many were there? 
Four 


\ 


- Four months ago when /Hamburg sent the money,......* 


b * 




(Louder) I was so scared when you went to send the $500 J 
I was so scared. 


0 - Tou...^ . 
F 


(Angry) I knew that you didn't do it and that you shouldn't 
have done itt 


0 *•*••*• 

1630 F * Ach, du Ueber Gotti 

(Latezmiseion for dinner; no conversation.) 

X 645 O - (In English) Tou through? i J 

I 65 O F * (Friedel was crying and sobbing for quite a while. ) What - do 
you want (propose) to do? 

0 - The FBI will attend to everything. 

£ - Our boys (she breaks off into sobs). 

0 - They will be all right. 
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F 

0 

F 

0 

F 

0 

F 

0 

F 

0 

F 

F 

0 


' v 1 1.» 


■ I 'with i were dead. ‘f • •; ; ‘ : 'Tv 

Don’t go on like that on ottr last day* y- >]/ 

It shouldn't hare been like this. - . v 

Everything that is done ie done* V. ‘ 

I have already gone through so such. 





Ton look after the children* 


(Crying wore and acre.) 

' * * ; 1 V ‘ v 

Tou will get out and you must hold (restrain, control) 
your self for the Children's sake, (It ia perfectly clear 
throughout that he ie calm and resigned to die tomorrow* ) 

_ 

• • • a * e e * ~ .“4* ^ ^ 

We mist tell each other goodbye* We don't know..*, 
haven't... • • 



Tea. It was ao unimportant (unwichtig). I was so afraid 
that day when you went to the (Japanese) Consulate. Tou 
thought that the possibility of anything happening was 
ruled out (ausgeschloeeen). 

’ * ■■■./ ' ’ . ‘ -t' ■ • <• v - 

Did I tell you that ? - * V 


i 


i 


x 


i 


Certainly you did* It's the truth. Tou shouldn't have 
returned it at the Japanese Consulate* Xou should no^ have 
telegraphed and telephoned and dene all those things thit 
arouse suspicion* 


Did you receive the note (sketch, drawing 'Anfteichnung') 
from Aunt •*..*? (possibly Bertha; did not sound like 'Martha', 
although it might have be m.) Tou know shat you received*, 
don't you? *■ 

12,800 crowns** •« (A great deal that followed was \inintelligi~ 
hie. It was whispered in a very l$w voice and was inter- 
rupted by frequent 'Wie's (whats) iron Friede^. ***** 
versation was one of the most crucial of dll and probably 
gave a great deal of the backgrounds fpr Otto's subsequent 




I 


1 


) 


# 


) 
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t "misdeeds. Money and deaths were inextricably nixed up In 
' 'w k . this part* Only further questioning can piece this to- 
V;. gether so that it will stake sense.) V . 

' * : ^ ••••••••was shot to death* (The assistant heard the nose 

• .-* V-'..' as BALTHUSCH) : V- / -v *• 

*" •' v." r ' \ x 

r - fie is alive; he w&s not shot..** _ V l 

(Considerable whispering followed by the words:) in 1934. 


0 - 


F - Old she die? 



•••••• 




F - Of oourse I saw her In 1935* I flew heme in 1932. (?) In 

1936 1 saw bar (stayed with her about the 1935 date) I saw 
her again in 1936. 


0 - What about 1937? 

F - Mother was dead in 1937 when I got bone. 
0 -•••*•. 



F - Why? ..... 

' ‘ f -V r • ,t- f -• . 

O *••••♦• V. ~y ^ ' \ • 

F - lou are fifty two. Thdre are 42,000 dead (This last remark 
is absolutely incomprehensible in context, ’ but there is no 
doubt as to the exact words used*) 


0 - There were 30,000 marks (this is another example of the 
frequent Juxtaposition of men and money. It looks as if 
there were same secret connected with the family and also 
possibly with the Gestapo; possibility cadets that Otto X. 
was connected with the death of the 42,000 in a Gestapo 
purge, because of his eon f e connection with the high 
- authorities of the Propaganda Ministry, and how Otto had his 
conference with Heidrich and Himmler himself.) 


- 8 - 


r 



65-414 


( f 
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) 





Wobody will believe me (very positive statement) 


The 


V.’/r*-.. 


■% - -<*-<■ 

vV%* 



I as 00 very worry /or you. Xou can never get out of this. 
Xou shouldn't have written it. You shouldn't have told 
them anything, (long delay) Xou have made yourself unhappy \ 
and me unhappy and the children unhappy* 1 wish we were all 
dead.*.*.* I am feeling so bad* . . „ 


(Long intermission) 


(There was a long argument over when 'she 1 died. There is 
no indication of who she was. We were unfortunately unable 
to take down any of this conversation because of its low . 
audibility.) > V ■- -j . 

O - (Otto takes the initiative after a pause as usual) 


1727 F - (Sobbing) Tou are to blame! 
0 - Wipe your tears. 

F - I have no idea, no idea. 



O - . ... (They discuss some aunts and their addresses so that she 
can write them, presumably after his execution.) 

f - In 1937 wy mother died We bought it in 1936. (There is no 

indication of what *it' was). 1 

0 ••***- 


F - (Very emphatically and each word separately) When did she die? 
• . .About the beginning of March, 1936. 

0 - Xou told him in Jap®....* 

F - Then a letter came from your son didn't it? 

0 - Tea. (Inteimission for toilet) 

F - That is all pasaed now (long rest) v- , 
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•1" ■/-' • * > • ■• 

1830. V 




(A few words were' mumbled, -bat it was Impossible to oateb 
then) ,7V‘7 ; .- -• . • ■■• 




f. 


0 - 


Why should I have?.**. What I have done, I have done. ~ 

(Considerable vdiispering, but It was impossible to under- 
stand it.) 


1900 0 

f 


They are going back to Germany. 


1930 
2130 
2136 O 

**3 ■ 


Tou know wery well that couldn't be. Ton have no reason to 
do that. It is simply fantastic. X Considerable explaining 
on his part add sighing and solving on hers. Individual 
words could hardly be wade out — tbs question arises as to 
who was to go badk 4 m Germany. Plausible suggestion that 
the children were to return to Germany after the war. ) 

(Friedel thou^it she was going to be shot, but he tells her 
not to worry because she hasn't done anything.) 

{Guard went in and Friedel was asked whether she wanted to >7 
go to sleep. The answer was no.) p r 

. ■ • hie- 

(Whispering to Friedel; practically inaudible but something 
about some one's coming, probably the guard.) 


-■ F - I felt that something was earning when the... ..broke. 

0 - I said that the major could come with whatever he had. (re- 
ferring to the mattresses ). " 

2200 O - (Same In&udihle remarks, unintelligible, about money and 

his mother. Bote that previously the conversation has been 
; mbout her mother.) 

F - What do you say to ay going? (Whether this refers to her 
. . .. ... going to Germany or name other place is uncertain.) . 

2310 O - Did you manage to ^catch a few winks (Many sighs from 

2300 to 2310 and after. Be also remarks that tomorrow he 
will be shot. There was sane remark about Americans but it 
was not distinct enough to be translated. ) 


10- 
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«. "2350 (Allen reports that Hr. and Mr*. Friedel and Ifr. Shivers 

were mentioned and that Ofcuda*Vas mentioned Us a disparag- 
ing tone of voice,) 

--;V4 / *. . : .y : v : : ^rrr'VV'V ; ; ; ’ •' ■;.??// \ V 

- (Sane thing was said very vehemently, but it was inccopre- j 
••*. JiMasihla. J V >_ •*' . : .V ;r ; ?i ‘ V- _ -• 

/’ * - ^ . ; ‘ -v' »- * v -*t' - # *•'. ’*-*•- • * • ' 

’ rr - - . ■ — * - :V;‘- w * -* * ' ■ < m * ' - - _■ 

V . , F - (To guard) How long ore you on duty? V: J- 

Guard - 24 hours. Do you mot to go to the £ath house? 

F — Ho, come hock at 2. 

(Bid of transcription of conversation 
of the 16th) 

0015 0 * (4 word or two to Friedel and she answered back* HLe words 
seemed muffled, though sounds of scuffling or a swinging 
body were heard* ) 

0050 F - (4 hard cough) 

0120 F * (Another good cough) 

0157 F * (A nightmare, mobbing in her sleep.) 

- --.v” - O — Frieda! Frieda! (She wubsides) 

0228 F or 0 (T) (snoring regular) 

0250 0 - (A tingle cough) 

0320 0 * (Snoring regular) 

0350 0 - (Snoring regular) 

_ P420 O - (Shoring regular) ; •' 

-r-.' v -•••• — ■ - .-r“- v/; r * 

0450 0 - (Snoring regular) 

0505 F * (Calls guard. Jo answer) 

0507 0 - (Celle guard. Ho answer) 


fiiL 
b L 

' blc 
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) 



which reflect the only pertinent data overheard 




'.*0925 OTTO: 'Guard! 1 » 

-,—^.0930 OTTO* 'Guard! * .y ^ ^ ; 

0940 OTTO* 'Guard! 1 '' 



Guard visits cell* 

She again asks for her glasses. Guard states that the 
Major will Wet let her have glasses. Guard leaves* 


0955 FETcBELi 'It is peculiar that they put us two together. • 

OTTO* Feels that they will probably not be together for a 

- .long tine. ^ . 


1010 FRTsrffT. and OTTO diseuss family affairs again*' 


1015 FEUDELi Baference again made to what happened in *35. She 

cannot understand the whole thing ! Alias Qwatch i ) ... 

Repeats over and over that she cannot understand the 
whole thing. 


1030 FKEDEL: Makes reference to something of an mdercover 
(hint erban dish ) which took place. 

OTTO* Low speech. T*M»C*A. mentioned twice during his 
whispering. 

> 1040 FHXHDEL: 'I did not believe it (t) was time wntil joo told me 

j ‘ last night.' ' 

Hamburg mentioned. 

Reference made to money which passed hands on *)ec. 2* 

1050 FRIEDEL: #3000 cash mentioned several times. Reference made 
that it all took place in '38* 

(?) 1055 FHTEDELt She brought back $9,000 with her in *40. 

1100 FBUDEL and OTTO: Very involved discussion about large sums of 
money (same last night)* From time to time . she 
says: 'Vie Kionnst du so etwas machea* (How could you 
do such a thing). • > > , 

, - . ' % 

1105 FBXEDEL: Speaks about Leopold. “ A 

(?) She tried to get him out of Germany. 
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Time 

■1115 

, *. _ _ - 

1130 


(1155 

English ( 

( 

(1205 
German ( 

( 


'1 -t'Vr -rf 


FEIH>EL: Talks about Buth - They are trying to scare bar. 

* r ‘"* . . * "*■ v /' * *' ■* e ■_* "S'— ' kl * a f , > ., * - ■ a “ r*,' j ’.***••4 V 

. ! ( .• ' ► " . J, ; «fc *V f ‘ .• i # t » . • •; H - _ '.•« . • ' 

O ' Guard inspect a. V V'-' * ■ '■‘V^ - -V . 

PBIEDEL goes to bathroom. i r £T; : 

.■ .v.: ••;. ,• 

Wants to know When he gets his trial. :- V; 
•Don’t worry, you’ll get a fair trials 1 
4 1 know that. * v’- " > -• 


- >* -■ 


OTTO: 

GUARD! 

OTTO: 




1210 


OTTO: 4 Iou will get a fair trial. 1 

FHIBDELi ’Who said so?’ 

OTTO: ’The Sergeant. 4 

FRIKDELi ’Everything has been decided. 4 

OT ID t ’The U.S. Government will give you a fair tidal.’ 

FRTEDSLi ’I have a feeling we do not get a trial anymore. ’ 
OT TO i ’Don’t be foolish. 1 * . 

FRUDELj ’ They do not believe a word 1 say. 1 


1215 FKHDEL: (?) *1 had to atate to the American Consul where I was 
in ’28.* 


ojJ- 
b (* 


1220 FRUDELi Reference again made to October and December 2, to the ^ 1c 
people yonder, and to Homburg. 

1225 FRI3)H4 ‘Are you aura that you did not tell the story to anyone, 
a storekeeper, (JCsufinannJ for example? 1 
OTTOi ’For goodness sakes, no. 1 \ ; 

FBIEDEL: •They knew everything. 4 \ ' , 

FRUDEL: Belchl ’lhat lousy food. 4 

1235 OTTO: ’lhat will happen will happen. 1 

1245 f BXEDBL : 'Oh I cannot sleep. ’ 

OTTO: ’Tou better txy to sleep. loti can not sleep much at 

... ■ night.’ 

1300 OTTO: ’Have you slept?' * \ v 

FRIEDEL: ’Ho. * . 1 . ' ■' 

OTTO: ’Then try again.’ v ". ■ 

_ ' ‘ '■ ‘ ‘ • ^ * 

1310 TRUDSj: ’Why doesn’t somebody come and tell me *h$& is going on*’ 
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Has. 

.v . - ;; 

■1315 

132Q 

?! 

1330 


OTTOt :• 'Guard* • . r , . . . . 

. ■ .,,, z.-.y w> :u-~ : .»■>? -. *.. 

; ..-‘.t: >yr VS <vW *•• -s />>? • •£>: -V^ • 

v \V^ ; * . Guard comes,’ opetfs FRX£EflSL*s cell. .V; \ \ v^ '^ 


OTTOt 


She “ wants to see a doctor.- 
Asks guard to see Major. 


' ; -, T 


'_/ -.yr 


*„s \ ,- v 

‘ u r ‘i-' Ar 


L.. 

Tt‘I> 


1345 

1355 

1415 


#t Hysterical. - /r j.- 

•They do not believe me. They will shoot me. 1 

OTTOt Attempt* to eomfort her* ~ 

FHXEDELt • I cannot gjUm/tt ifr any leflter.* -Wants to mash herself, 
brush her teeth, and comb her hair. 

" Doctor risite FRUDEL. FRJEDEL does such sobbing. ’ 

* : ' "j . : '■■'■' : ■ . ■ 

FHIBDBLt *1 cannot stand it here-* ' *=; ■- ,>./ 

S . ■ - . ■ •. 

OTTOt 1 It makes no difference what you tell them. They 
believe what they went to.* 

FRIEDS,? v But I have mot done anything wrong * you have not 
done anything wrong. ' ll 

OTTO: 1 That makes no difference. 1 

FRJJDEL it OTTO discuss the children. 


1 


Cs 


OTTOt 'Did the doctor give you anything to make you sleep. 
FRIEDELt Bo answer. 


U20 FRXEDELt 




1440 OTTOt 1 Could — £.SS^S2— understand Gen&an? 1 

FRIEDEL: 'Ho, why? 1 
OTTOt 


station Hr. 
others that 




1445 FHIEDElt Someone was held by FBI for' four days and questioned. 

1454 Talk about clean clothes. FRIEDEL would like, to wash 

her panties. OTTO offers her a clean pair of his 
^ pajamas and shorts. - s 


-lh- 
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December 1941, at ‘ifclch tine OTTO left an envelope containing 
the $500*00 to he sent through the Japtfftifee* Consulate to their eon 
In Germany. Mrs. KJEHN remained In the ear .daring Vile laet visit 
and, according to her stateCsnts, she had not been with her husband 
on hie first' visit there In Bov embers She insisted that the action 
of the Consulate in extending this favor to them by transmitting the 
<$500 to their eon in Germany did not seem strange jp her; that her 
husband had led her to believe the money was being tent through the 
Yokohama specie Bank by the Consulate. 


Mrs. KtJEHR states that, at the time her husband advised 
her at Sd^field Barracks of his relations with the Consulate, this 
was a coexist# surprise to her sag was hardly believable. Remarks * 
jo&de between QT1D and FRIS0& at Schofield Barracks were brought to 
her attention during this questioning but no significant information 
was developed, Mrs. KUEHN insisting In riK t cafes that their German 
statements had been misinterpreted. 

M». KUSHN did however confirm her husbandfe statements to 
Agents regarding his activitie^^^^many, which are not being 
restated here. HoweiAr^ Agent ^^B^notes on this Interview are 
being retained in the flMK>luLufl||||^^ 


rci cduu.hu 
► e^i^^anoany j 

;V^H^not« 


She furnished the following informati® which £as not 
previous^ been set forth: ^ OTTO EJEHN' S father, now deceased, was a 
doctor €r chemistry for the*Qexman Government at Stettin, acting ms a 


food inspector. GRID'S brother, dio is presently living in Germany, 
has two doctor degrees and is presently engaged in private practice. 
At the time OTTO was preparing to leave Germany in 1935 his Aunt 
MARTHA, too resides in Germany and is quite wealthy, arranged ito 
deposit consider able-fuids, which in all*, amounted %d around $42,000, 
|n an Amsterdam Bank for OTTO* The deposits in Amsterdam were 
Actually made by in suwt of OTID'flUresiding in Sweden out of her own 
f unde, while Aunt MA&U in Gasmans made Investments of an identical 
amount In Germany under the name of the aunt In Sweden Mho was 
Interested in making some^Cbman investments. In recent yeffs the 
O^r adopted daughter of 00 MARTHA has died and therefore OTTO and 
oKc^ 5 brother will shut equally In Aunt MARTHA *S estate in Germany 
£0* her death. 

Regarding her oyn life, TRIHJEL advised that when she was 
about 17 years of age she met A person in Germany whom she later 
expected to marry; that before that time however the engagement was 


0^ 

b7c^ 
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, broken off « She became pregnant and gave birth to her 
who ie the one presently nerving In the JJ&zi Government 
assistant to jaOEBKFLS in the Propaganda Office* Later phe met 
another nan during the beginning of the first World War whom she 
also expected to marry but who wa a killed in a plane wreck prior 
to their marriage. Mrs. KDEHN again became pregnant and gave birth 
to jffitti who la the daughter presently residing with her in Honolulu 
and vho vaa bom in 1915* fiUTH'S father vie a Jew and because of 
this fact OTTO has always claimed her as his om so that she might 
avoid persecution in-Gwmany. * - • > •' • . 



On January 20, 1942, OTTO KDEffl^a^gai^brought to the 
Honolulu. Field Office and questioned by^H|HJ||^HJJflHfcmd 
the writer from 9*10 a*au until 11:50 a*5^tD^s5^aate^However 
he contended that be had no more information to add to the statement 
already Xgents. He also insisted that his wife, F RIEDEL. 
knowledge whatsoever of his relations with the Japan ese Consulate 4 


The numerous statements overheard between him and FRIEDEL 
at Schofield Barracks, as previously set forth, were brought to 
OTTO'S attention for appropriate explanation* However be, too, con- 
tended in most cases their German statements must have been misin- 
terpreted in those portions where it was indicated that he had not 
given this office complete information regarding his relations with 
the Consulate and FRIEDS* 'S previous knowledge of these relations* 



.As mentioned in reference report the telephone calls made 
from KUEHNS* Kalama and Lanakai residences, as well as the Kailua / 
Beauty Shop, for the period from October through December, 1941, 
were obtained* All the questionable calls during that period have 
since been checked and eliminated as having any particular bearing 
on this case. The Inquiries made in this connection are not being 
set forth since, as indicated, they are not pertinent to this in- 
vestigation* However, the lists of these telephone . calls ars being 
retained in the Honolulu file in this case* 


Both OTTO and PRTFDEL KUEHN were photographed and finger- 
printed on January 16, 1942. Their fingerprints with photographs 
attached have since been forwarded to the Bureau for a check against 
the Identification Division files for possible previous records* 
Ad ditional photos of these individuals are being transmitted as 
enclosures to the Bureau with copies of this Teport. 
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tha la a raoord af prooaadtnga if a board af 

affloori and dri liana which eonranatJ at Vonolulu, f» L y m 
pMatir II* 1141* for tha purpoao of hairing arldaooa mod m aking 
raoo— — ■ idatlcna as to tha lntomaant of VRBARD JULIUS OTTO KU&IDL 
Tbo finding* af tha Board warti 

* - — *— ■ - - ^ 

1« Cltlitnihlpi Tha Intor&aa* OTTO L ITOflr* also Jno— 
at BEfiXAJD JULIUS OTTO KUKSK* It a natlra-bom altlsan af Uamany* «■ 
Banco an mmtj allan* • 

t« Lqyaltyi St la WlUnd that k la loyal to Oar— ay« 


•« Actlritlaai Vo qpaelfla inataaeaa af suhraralYa 
totirltlM Baa Ba«n aho—* Tha Oovansamt did not peasant lta um« 
Vhathar or not tha Board arrad la sailing thla aaa out af tra and 
catting hit alda af tha aaaa with no Ooranmct arldanat against him * 
la raportad without lomot* Vhat tha Oor si— u t*a aridities la* tha 
Board la unahla to aaeartaia* 


" ■ - ' : * • jf 

^ tha Intamaa aarrad la tha Oar— a kray daring tha flrat 
Vtrld Bur* Bi aAUter ha vas a htl| that hla at ap-son la at praafet 
an offlelal af tha htl firtf) also that tkjr wars ahla to sat —7 
avt af Oaraany Vjr haring a part af thalr groat Inoona aa raeairad* 


c 






la tb bnh at bitirdn tad lutvrda* Thq 
aoahlad to («t acgaagaa^broight into this oouztS7 through tha 
good sar rixis^ oonnaotad with tha Oan n Ocnsulatt 

that m ***4 a posarful 

radio | that hi tatartalaad offloirijf tha Wkif and taught aw a 
this tha Oman Unguaga* flhUa lA~tJar»any this latanioa aas a 
of tha 9aal hr^)r f as aas his vlfa and ahildra*. . v - 7 +^ 

, , . . ^ • . • j . f ' 1 , . . ' 1*-' ' 'T.i- , . i. „ ^ . ' . ■ 

2a tlnr of tha short* tha laard raaonusadad that tha ? 
MSBUSD JQ ins OTTO IQEBI, Va iatamad for tha duration 


As sdlU ha aotad fros mat raports suftnlttad la this 
IgTo rti faction, proaa cvtlT a aotlon is pysm tly ponding sons arming 
BEHSARD JULIUS OTTO XUSSi la oouaaetlcs. irith Jfcpaaaaa asplsnaga 
•atiritias la Honolulu la mhloh ha la known to har# baaa angagad. 
As statod la rafaranoa raport# it Is aatiolpatad his trial bafors 
tha Military Conlsslon in Bono lulu will ha Initiated vlthla tha 
lawdlata ftrtura* 
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Confi dential Xnfom&nt 9 states figures given by eTTE 
pUEHtyto Japanese Consulate, Dec saber 2, 19tf;*W(fcrd5 
ing fiw ef £• Waval Fleet baeedat Fearl HaaroSfc •> 
were probably Substantially correct about Bov««itfc(r^8, 
1941* . Original Message die patched fey the /Japanese \ ~- 
Consula t e, Honolulu, to Foreign Office, Tokyo, undeS 
date of Deceeber 3, 1941, obtained and photostatie 
coplea forwarded by Confidvitlal Informant J| ^6 bead-^2 
quarters, Washington, D. C., air nail, to be decoded i / 
m<X translation, officially certified, to be returned b K 
air nail, is to be used as evidence in prosecution* b^ 
Ibis message known to contain set of signals substan- 
tially identical to signals furnished Consulate 
KUEHN December 2, 1941* Charges have prepared \ 
rov 


OTTO 9UEHN of violation Sections 31, 3£»d 34> title \ 
50, U* 5* Code Annotated* • Trial date 
within next two -are ek period.^, 

»* -•** .// t" :•*#. V .i r . 

. ;• r. ■- .£‘. *!•;•. f . ■■ 1 ' 

” ’ ** T' v 'i-N / ■ ' 1 V* =»'>*' ' ,:.j: A» S*-" 

At HONOLULU, T. H. 


O 
8 
- 5 

■*< j 



rjCSfcntfci 


» >/ Jr4ai^K 








OmtUmUA bfMl ft tee adhrleed tte Octree atteUted 
If OTK) K8BB V the CoMiliU on P e f feir tp IfU, r ef er* 

U| the —hn oeeonttnc it Vjt*» ef ttilUd SUlM Injr aUp* mm 4 
at furl fc rtar wrf protebly iwbititliUjr wmt ae af ftbete b i r M 
1941* li pm «UUd tte part era af Dmm AIm 1b Feait tarter w 



In; &N| furl tetter* 
io VpM| «f tte 


lull nml« ia Ntfl Barter ferine Hffiriot tears af the tea 
•mring tte pita amend ftormber SB* 1941* Ita tara art U te 
pad# te iMa ftfffii m will aa tte felted States Attorn*/ 

HfeHIHHM tte frdr* A te e a st# OppiI 1 

awjtrtlMi pa ss i b le po atni* St la pa i n te d ant ttet 
HPHrvlll te tte proper paraoa t# lntrefeee ihla inf 

T ■ .. • . ; * . * ■■ ' \ ■■ r \ : ' \. y if f 

. Attention la dl retted te a report ef Bf tltl Agent la * • 
Cterta t 1* ttims dated Deosaber *, 1*41, at HoPolalu, 9. B», la 
tte tin entitled ^APAli&St ACTIVTCUS, fenrlnJs, t. 1, — B3F2CKJ01 - 
OOMfJLS (*)•, taaolulo m# * 5 - 414 , te ttet report a deooded aeeeafe, 
dispatched te tte depezMte Coneolate at teanlnla te tte Feralpft 
Knitter, tat/* i teder date af Pe o M ter % 19U* la aat faith op 
facet flea md da. 


fit a rd sr ttet tte dlepeteh af Uda pea##*#, eblah nil faith 
a eytten ef alyallng eabatmtlally liintlaal te tte plant aateltted » 
te OTID Ilttl to the Oonanlftte an Deaenber Z$ 1941* nicfcl te IntroAu e ed 
at erl dense la tte trial ef this im at tte final a o u n t la tte pa» 
ej dre#/ fe**t*# V» feUaatnf boUm hi tdcau 


OP Jmmrj at, 19U, an ardar pat obtained f xna tte tecutte 
hllltery downer, Odonel T&MAS X. ORAL ordering ft«C*A, Cewe idee- 
ttet) Xno«> ASS tenth Ktnc Street, feneluln, to tarn ntr te this 



Mm Uh ori final* of tbo woooaoo A»piUhid If 41 m Aopowo 
CooOulaU, BaooXitluj to 4ho Fard^ Qffloo* Mjo* «d 

Uaft of IUi ordor Is 


VZ< 


r-i s* 






Ur U tin Mnoior 
1"o*MnfVmi 0* 0«i imImIai ikm ibtUtUUi 
topl»« with tho roqutit that tho oftiloouro U traaalatod lalo 
tad ft aojgr «f Midi tWftftlitXoo # afflolaU/ tortlflad to U ft tnao 
lotion of tho oooXoMnt* Uc«tUr with tho fMXooort bo fo Um o od It 
Ho offloo oift «ir moil ao ooon m fMiltii. 


JSWCiatrv*) 


ftdrlood bo oxpoaU to mtbi tho dooo do d 
tlflod la ft Mftiowr to that 14 night bo 
If ftlwMif* within tho »wi wools or Uft dfi< 


Aft additional jhoUotatlo oof y of tho two yogo vodio aoooofo 
voforrod U boro ii bdof trmaaUUd U tho Barom with ooyioo of Ohio 


v-. •. / V '■>* > i •.??•• ~ Vv. z 

S ■ ^ 0 *' --ii* * 

Oft JwatotTj B7* 1942* Ohargoo ood opodflooUnno wn Atm 
I f feltod BUtoo Attoroo/ JBGUS V. TAXLQS* A&« # fcnolulo* t» &», 
ftfftlnot SuhJoot OHO TOW, ftharglag hla with violation of Bootion 34, 
tlUo JO* feltod OUtoa Cod* lanotatod* iloUtleo of lootlow H, ao 
ommHi feltod Siitw Oodt Amotatod* and violation of Boot Son J2, 
tltla JO* feltod Btotoo Cot Aanota tod# lb— o ohacgftl_jft>d_aB»l floft- 
tl ona* vfcioh cro Ubf yrtforrod A4|o 

AdtooaW Goatral'o D**rUont, who JunSnnRTMl^ ArooaU ' 
la tho pw»outlcn of thlo ooao boforo tho Ulltary OooodooSan* art ao 
folXoooi • . ' :v 
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CTtO SDS2BU Mh ■Hpiiad feltto ftWUa AtUr—/ TAIL— 
tevt I M l n Ud thsy umm u prarar ibttt thcrgas is stoilslaet u— 
to allow itojast JOSHS Hu days in todch U sooauli ML* ltt«RNjv l 
If la io IwIpoii Won Un mM trial is U|hu tto Aif|«« m 
Mi Win* jnfim4 it this U m si— a m ttolnlts trial feta mi to 
Mtldpatod slVtoufh it is toptd ttot ito tria l mi Vi 
to ibis ito ato to*sto jpatosd* At t^*t* toil 
tdW StaUa Ait on*? tAtLOR ara —lit Inf 
s rap ly adjfet to sxpactad fm 


rapui Is tto Knj Daparta*nt # toahlnjtw^ 


tot# is sst« 



—CLOSURE 10 THE SQSXA9 

tao —o jtetastsUs sapor to tadad vsdlscr— « ' 




4>-4 



tmnuoKD luos 


tba KMOLDL9 fSXD fiXTBBl 
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<,4.- ■» • . 
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At MaiULO, T# 1*1 will Mlm Md Tvpori tha malt* •* ,: 
iNb>et*a trial bttfora th* Military O o — I ct I f , .'* 
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ESPIONAGE - CONFILE (J) 
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Investigation continued relative to OTT<^b^JEEN , 
and wife, F RIEDEL, in connection with~Japanese 
espionage Ictivities, Honolulu, Continued 
questioning of OTTO and FRIEDEL has failed to 
develop further information to add to previous 
statements* Investigation has fairly well 
established the 114 ,000,00 cash given OTTO KUEHN 
in October, 1941, was delivered by a Japanese 
Consular official. These funds, all in #100 
denom in ations, are being traced from their source, 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, to determine 
method of transmission to Honolulu* 


Notebook discovered in KUEHN’ s possession con* 
taln ing numerous newspaper clippings relative to 
U* S. Fleet operations In Hawaiian waters* In- 
vestigation continuing* 
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Detail*. The investi/r.ation eet forth in this report has-been 

-can. at * and the 

writer relative to OTxu numun ana wife, FRI&DEL, subjects in 
Bono lulu file 65-4. 

OTTO KTJEKK was first brought to the Honolulu Office 
from hi b detention quarters, U. S. Immigration 6tation, on 
December 51, 1941, for questioning. He was thereafter heln 
at the field office under constant guard of agents up 
4il5 P M.. January 6, 1942, at which time he was returned to 
the Immigration Station and placed in an individual detention 
room, where he ha* been kept since, separated from oth ^ 
prisoners. During this period, and upon several wore recent 
occasions, OTTO XDEHN has baen questioned at great length in 
an effort to obtain further information regarding his contacts, 
names of other individuals who wight have been engaged with him 
in carrying on Japaneee espionage activities in Honolulu, and 
the specific information he is believed to have furnished the 
Japanese Consulate in Honolulu from tins to time. However, 
he hae consistently contended that he has nothing to add to 

furnished by hi* which are contained in reference 
r«ort of that he never furnished the Japanese 

Consulate with any inforamtion regarding our defenae actiirxtieB. 

„ a jitter of fact, it hna been KJEHM'e contention that hi* 
only purpose in supplying the set of signals to the Japanese 
Consulate waa as a wane to secure their assistance in 
■onev to his son. LEOPOLD, in Germany. He states that he never 
intended to furnish the Consulate with information ™ °^ef«nae 
activities and instead intended. In effect, to double-cross 
toL. He emphatically denies having wror relayed any signals 
for the Japanese at any time* 

Although OTTO KOEHH has denied any further collaboration 
with the Japanese Consular officials other than t *® 

In his previous statements, the information October 

oartieularly ragardiim the *14,000.00 cash paid to him In October, 
1941, by a person described by KJEHH as a Japanese own 
him, would indicate otherwise* 


- 1 - 
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fix 


artor leaving the *14,000.00 cash,, It is to bo noted the 
description ruraishert by E BEKHAN jaCEHS/ set forth in reference 
report of - is substantially aimilar to that of 

of the Japanese Consulate* On January x* 0 
1S42, the photograph of , which is being 

the file in this case, was exhibited to EBERHARD IUEB3J, who 
etated same was very aimilar to the Japanese who called to 
see his father in October. Further, ho believed it was very 
likely the same person, hit he could not be positive. Also, 
on January 14, 1942, the photograph of was shown to 

OTIO KCEHH, Who stated it was quite aisniar to the Japanese 
who delivered him the money; that he ie positive he has se n 
thi 3 pe rson (i n t he ph otograph) before, and believed this pro- 
bably was the occasion. Be, too, said this photograph was 
verv likely the same individual. KOEHD, however, etill contends 
that he was of the Relief that this man received by him had been 
•ect by from Japan. Ho baa stated that a 

Japanese boat was xn port on the day the money was given to him 
and he thought the money had bean delivered by a Japanese from 
this boat. 

It is to be noted EBERBARD KBEHH is positive the money 
was delivered on a Saturday, either the 18th or 26th of October. 
The only two Japaneee vessel s in the port of Honolulu around 
October and hot ember, 1941, were the TATUTA »RC «nd the IAITO 
KAHC. Record s from the dally repo rt of the Customs Inspector, 

- 0. S. Customs Statistics, tJ. 6. Post Office Building, reflec 
the tat ITT A MARU arrived in Honolulu on Thursday. October *o # 

1941, and departed at 12.25 P.lf., October 24, 1941; that the 
T1IY0 KARO arrived on Bovember 1, 1941, and departed on Hov- 
ember 5, 1941, at 7,45 P.M. It ia definitely oatabliahed there 
was no Japanese veeeel in the port of Honolulu on aiy Saturday 
during October of 1941 and this fact must have been known to 
OTTO ACE EH. 

Of the original *14,000.00 cash received by OTTO KUEEH, 
*5,000.00, all in new *100.00 Federal Reserve of *«» ^ 
not e s . 
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Plans are being effected through the CO — n^p !-«+■•? ryr> 

assistance of 

to follow the plan outlined as follows. Appropriate detention 
quarters are being selected at Schofield Barracks, where neces- 
sary ■listening devices* will be pre-arranged, these arrangements 
to be made January 15 # 1942* Thereafter, Mr, and Mrs. XUEHJi 
will be transported, separately, under heavy military guard to 
these detention quarters, being given the impression their trial 
by the military is being initiated. They will then be placed 
in the sane detention cell and left alone, while qualified 
interpreters will note their remarks# 

kouji j jujjuiouu.axe.iy besiege OTTO with questions regarding 
what information he has given this office. It is pointed out 
that they have bad no contact since prior to the first inter- 
view by this office with OTTO, Upon learning what information 


OTTO has given this offir 


The information developed from 
this plan will be reported without delay. 


On January 5, 1942, OTTO KUEHN gave to 
written authority to obtain his mail from Post Office Box 
1476, Honolulu, following which, with KUEHN’ ■ consent, the 
contents were examined, after KUEHN himself had opened the 
letters. However, no pertinent information was discovered* 

The written permission, referred to here, is being maintained 
in the Honolulu file in this case, 

A registered mail receipt, #13994, was taken from 
KUEHN’ s person at the Immigration Station on December 12, 1941, 
the receipt being dated October 22, 1941, covering a one ounce 
letter mailed via clipper, A check through the U. S. Post Office 
Inspector, Honolulu, determinAH * «»« » letter from OTTO KUEHN 


In hie statement submitted under date of January 5, 
1942. OTTO KUEHN mentioned an arrangement he had made for sendiiE 
code message* through by u ®* 

of a Duden (German) grammar dictionary. KUEHN 1 a own copy of 
«Der Grope Duden 11 (German dictionary) was obtained from his 
home and is being retained in the Honolulu file in this case. 
According to KOTaX, this is the duplicate of the one sent to 
Inquiry has since been made by Special Agen In 
Charge St. L. SHIVShS of the telegraph and cable offices in 
Honolulu, but no record was located of any messages directs 

at Tokyo, Japan, around July, 1941, as was indicated 
in rJLHV s statement. I is probable that if such a message 
was sent by the Japanes- Consulate, it was dispatched in the 
regular consulate code. 


In the plan of signals submitted to the consulate, 
which were outlined by KU2HN in hie statements to this office, 
it was noted signals might be relayed through the KGHB want-ads 
program by an advert is ament for either beauty operators, Chinese 

runs or a chicken ranch for sale. - j ^ . 

on the KGMB radio want-ads program, examined the records 

of ad announcements from November 24 to December 8, 1941, with- 
out discovering any announcements relative to advertiBemen s 
of the nature outlined here. 


Attention is directed to Page 12 of reference report 
of , where mention is made of the prepared 

by KEEHN which were submitted to the Japanese Consulate. It 
is to be noted KUEHIi states that in referring to sign*! 
on the Island of Maui, he had in mind the locality where his 

» The following investigation was 


conducted ty 

the Military intelligence Office, on January 
Wailuku, Maui. 
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Ho further information of any significance was known 

to OTTO LEHI/AHN. 

Referring again to the search made of the KUEES 
residence. numerous moving picture films were located, mil 
of which were reviewed sad were noted as pictures obtained 
during travel through the Orient, scenes in Honolulu of no 
significance, etc. It was observed l£r. or Itrs. KUEEN, or 
both, are apparently excellent photographers, numerous 


photographs were also discovered, as well as photographic nega- 
tives. However, none were of any value. Photographs of KUEHU's 
Kalajua and Lanikai Beach residences were obtained and are being 
retained in the Honolulu file for reference purposes. Additional 
correspondence, in German, hub also located, pertinent portion® 
of which are quot**'* -■ ^"Howr* 


The originals of the above letters, along with liielr 
English translations, are being maintained in the Honolulu file 
in this case* 


Among OTTO KUEHN , a possessions was discovered a loose- 
leaf notebook containing numerous clippings, among which is a 
section consisting of 17 pages devoted to clippings relative to 
United States Fleet movements and operations in the Hawaiian 
waters* The captions of these articles, which are being retained 
In the Honolulu file in this case, are as follows* 

•pearl Harbor Aircraft Till Fly to Manila" 

"Fleet Reserve Group has 185 Members" 

“Six Mew United States Subs Leaving Here Soon to 
Join Asiatic Fleet** 

"Hew Docks For Pearl Harbor" 

"New Subs Are Expected For Pearl Harbor" 

"Navy Seeks Land For $4,214,000.00 Housing Project* 

"Thirty Warships Here Named Fleet* a Hawaii Detachment." 

"Naval Forces Here Trebled" 

"Rosters From Vessels In Honolulu Naval Detachment" 



m* 



Photographic clippingB of the following naval vessels: 
Airplane carrier Enterprise. 

USS Salt Lake City, USS Houston, USS Pensacola, DSS 
Indianapolis, USS New Orleans, USS Minneapolis, USS 
Raleigh, USS Cushing, USS Dale, USS Worden. 

Clipping captioned, "In Hawaii the Navy. Hast 

Fifteen per cent of its total personnel. 

Half of the heavy cruisers of the fleet. 

A Vice Admiral and six Rear Admirals. 

Eighteen of the 54 new destroyers of the fleet. 

A $20,000,000.00 a year payroll. 

Civilian workers numbering 5,128, with annual 
payroll of $4,846,351.50. 

Building and other installations valued at $67,737,608.89. 
An outlay of nearly $10,000 a day for food. 

An unexpended bnlmce of $30, 520,000 for expansion* 

The mine craft ol the powerful battle force. 

Nearly 200 planes at the naval air station and aboard 
the carrier Enterprise and cruisers. 

Hews article captioned, "Navy Ships at Pearl Harbor: 
Aircraft carrier - Enterprise. 

Cruisers - ASTORIA, HOUSTON, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS, 
PEJSACOLA, RALEIGH, SALT LAKE CITY and NORTHAMPTON. 
Destroyers * PERKINS, CUShING, PRESTO.*, SMITH, PORTaR, 
DRAYTON, FLUSSER, IAMSON, MAHAN, DEWEY, HULL, MacDOGOUGH, 
WORDEN, AYLWIN, DAI£, FARRAGUT, MONAGHAN, PHELPS and 
LITCHFIELD. 

Mine force - OGLAIA, LARK, PRtJITT, PREBLE, SICARD, 

TRACY, TAiiAGER, QUAIL and WHIPPOKuI LL. 

Submarines - S-18, 23, 34 and 35, SWOkDrISII, SHARK, 
POMPANO, POLIACK, PLUNGER, ARGONAUT, CAC HELOT, 

NARWHAL, NAUTILUS, DOLPHIN and CUTTLEFISH. 

Tenders and l>ased forces ” DOBBIN, WRIorhx, SVIA.*, 

SEAGULL, PELICAN, KINGFISHER, TURKEY, AVOCET, CHILDS 
and PAT RIDGE." 

Regarding the list of naval craft above, penciled check 
marks appear above the following:’ HOUSTON, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW 
O RLEAN S, PENSACOLA and SALT LAKE CITY, among the cruisers, and 
the DOBBIN, KINGFISHER, TURKEY and PATPJDGE among the tenders 
and base force. The following additional captioned articles 

also are included: 

"Millions For Kaneohe Base" 

"Mokapu Air Base Work to Start Wednesday* 
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"Naval Dock To Be Towed Here" 

"Expansion of Hawaii Air Defenses Rushed" 

"Barking Sand Areas Sought For Project" (extension 
of airport facilities) 

"Arnold to Visit Outlying Fields" (referring to 
visit of Major General HENRY H. ARNOLD, Chief of 
Army Air Corps ) 

"Army Here Will Get 200 New Fighting Planes" 

"iarine Force Here Will Get 700 More Man" 

"Expansion To Ado 3,000 To Forces Here" 

"New Bomb or Group To Be Set Dp Today" 

"Naval Survey Party Sailed For Pal nyra Air Base Job" 

"Twelve Millions For Three Pacific Sub Baaea Proposed* 

It is pointed out the dates of the above newspaper 
articles are not included with the clippings. However, it ia 
obvious these were all taken from Honolulu local papers over 
the period of the past two years. At the time OTTO KUE5N was 
questioned regarding these clippings, he insisted this waa 
merely a hobby on his part and pointed to the fact that he also 
had numerous other clippings contained in this notebook regardii^ 
the war in Europe, etc. It is to be noted, however, that all 
the news articles in this notebook pertain to the war, defense 
activities, or similar matters. 

The investigation which follows was conducted relative 
to recent activities in connection with OTTO KUEHN'e T*r^y*-s Beach 
hone at Lardkai, Oahu, which is located on the sand beach im- 
mediately next to the ocean, on the opposite side of the island 
from Honolulu. 


Tte following memorandum was received under date of 
December 24, 1941, from Confidential Informant R* 

Subject: SIGIiALS FROM IANIKil 

In compliance with instructions, and the 

writer proceeded to Innikai on December 11, 1941, and 
remained until the evening of December 19* 
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Over this period of time a complete and thorough canvas 
was made of all residences on the “beach at Lanikai and all 
others adjacent thereto that might possibly have been used 
by anyone sending the type of signals reported. It was 
immediately learned that OTTO KUEHN owns a house on the 
beach at Lanikai, this being the fifth house from the 
Junction of Lanikai and Kailua * It was determined that 
this house is occupied by 


All of the people interviewed during the course of this 
investigation reported that they observed no signals nor 
any activity that appeared to be suspicious or could be 
interpreted as signaling* This statement is made with 
the exception of the information received from Mrs* R. C* 

. WALDRON, f who s e house is the second house from the Kailua 
Junction, who reported that at 6:45 A.M. on the morning 
of December 7, 1941, a Japanese, carrying a fishing pole, 
was observed running on the beach towards Kailua* Shortly 
after he left, a red flare was seen to have been sent from 
the vicinity of the beach 


The inquiries made generally among the people residing in 
Lanikai, over the period of this investigation, were 
confined primarily to suspicious activity on the part of 
anyone for the period from December 1 to 7, 1941* The 
inquiries related generally to the possible signaling with 
flares or lights at night time and the presence of sail 
boat6 off the beach during the day tirae* Over his period, 
and for the three weeks preceding December 1, the waters 
off Lanikai were too rough for sailing and it was generally 
stated by the persons interviewed, most of whom are boat 
enthusiast b, that no star boats or other types of sailing 
vessels were seen near this beach over this period. It 
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was pointed out by many of the residents that, should a sail 
boat of any description have appeared in this rough weather, 
these residents, being interested in .ailing vessels, would 
have remarked upon the presence of a boat off shore in this 
typ© of weather and would have remembered the presence of 

the boat and probably could have recalled the name of the 

owner. 


Because of the nature of the other signals reported that 
could have been used in daylight hours questions, it was 
felt could not be particularly asked concerning these 
signals without endangering the source of the information. 
However, in travelling about the vicinity of Lanikai, over 
this period, all residences were examined carefully for 
the Purpose of attempting to determine from what residence 
e o r ay time signals might have been given. The EUEHI 
residence could have been used for all signals described 
except for the signaling with automobile headlights. 


During the course of this investigation, the afrent* had 
access to, and the use of fK. 


During the period or tin. consumed by this Investigation, 
a «tch was kept for signals end for other suspicious 
activity from this vantage point without results. During 
the interviews generally, those pereons Interviewed, who 
were found to be reputable, were advised to be on the alert 
for suspicious activity in this vicinity and requested to 
raport any information considered worthy of further 
attention to this office. 

tu J ^ thiB inve 8 ti §»tion the conclusion is reached 

^hat while all necessary preparations were taken in order 
to cause the sending of the described signals during the 
first week of December, 1941, the Fleet movements to be 
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indicated by these signals possibly did not occur; there- 
fore, the sending of the signals was not found to be necessary. 
It would appear that, had signals of this description been 
sent from this location, some of the residents in the vicinity 
of Lanikal would have observed some activity that would have 
a bearing on the investigation* 


Ek ich, 
■ ^ ct *- 


Investigation in this case is continuing and an ad* 
ditional report will be f or th coming at an early date* 


PENDING - 


UlEEVELGPrX LLA.DS 


NUiV YORK FIELD DIVISION 

At New York City 

Will report the results of the investigation 
conducted in compliance with the request of the Honolulu Offic 
by letter of January 7, 1942, in connection with the trans- 
mittal of the $14 ,000.00 in fclOO.OO notes from the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York to Honolulu. This investigation 
should be given immediate attention and the Honolulu Office 
advised by air mail special delivery letter* 


PENDING 





















